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Intra-council texts 
detail Watson woes 


Kevin L. Hoover 
Map RIver UNION 

ARCATA — Newly disclosed text messages between 
Arcata City Councilmembers reveal frustration and 
struggle at City Hall over how to cope with Councilmem- 
ber Brett Watson. 

Released in four tranches so far, 
the messages were made public last 
Friday following a Public Records 
Act Request filed by the North Coast 
Journal. They were compiled by City 
Clerk Bridget Dory based on her re- 
quests for relevant communications 

“has from the councilmembers, who vol- 
‘Brett Watson _ untarily complied by emailing Dory 
screen caps of texts. 

Where previous tranches were composed of predom- 
inantly constituent service and other routine communi- 
cation to and from elected officials, the new batch con- 
sists of texts between various combinations of the five 
councilmembers from Oct. 6 through 28. That was the 
period during which Watson’s estrangement from the 
rest of the council deepened, and he was removed from 
the mayorship with a “no confidence” vote. 
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Have we gota 
town for you 


Mayor Stacy Atkins-Salazar 
SPECIAL TO THE UNION 


ARCATA — Wel- 
come Humboldt 
State students! 


You have chosen 
a wonderful and 
unique community 
in which to contin- 
ue your education. 
HSU is one of Ar- 


Mayor Stacy —cata’s gems and 
Atkins-Salazar the students who 
Humboldt attend (YOU) are 


State gradx 2 a big part of what 


Omicron wave outpaces 
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HSU students: Welcome to Arcata! 


— 


i ons. 
makes Arcata such a erent place to live. 


Many of our current residents 
moved here to go to HSU and nev- 
er left! I was fortunate to be born 
and raised here (although as a much 
younger person I certainly didn’t ap- 
preciate that) and I graduated from 
HSU... twice. 
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Marshvands 
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~ Our communtiy? has s so ach to 
offer. I lovingly refer to Arcata as 
a quirky town full of good-hearted 
people. We may have our differ- 
ences, but we know how to come 
together to support each other and 
our community. 
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Arcata Fire to pursue 
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Safe Parking plan OK'd 


Map RIver UNION 

ARCATA — The Arca- 
ta City Council last week 
finalized its approval of a 
new “Safe Parking” pro- 
gram to help reduce dan- 
gers of vehicle life for Ar- 
cata’s 300 or so nightly car 
campers. 

Arcata House Partner- 


the new Safe Parking fa- 
cility, located at 1680 Sa- 
moa Blvd. The 12-month 
pilot program is funded 
with $685,000 in one- 
time America Rescue 
Plan Act funds; $600,000 
for AHP’s services and 
$85,000 allocated for elec- 
trical service and a $6,500 


quick-test availability 


Daniel Mintz 
Map RIver UNION 
HUMBOLDT - The Omicron variant is “fast moving” 
and “widespread,” says the county’s public health omen 
which is increasing demand for rapid 
testing kits that are in short supply. 
In a hastily-arranged news confer- 
ence on Jan. 19, county health officials 
said calls to the county’s COVID-19 
information center asking about test- 
ing have spiked as has Omicron. 
“A focus in this phase of the pan- 
demic is on testing as one of the pri- 
mary tools,” said Public Health Officer 


annexing Goodwill Area 


Jack Durham 
Map RIver UNION 

ARCATA/FICKLE 
HILL - The Arcata Fire 
District decided Jan. 11 to 
further study a proposal to 
annex the upper Fickle Hill 
and Jacoby Creek neigh- 
borhoods. 

“T think it’s worth look- 
ing at,” said Randy Mendo- 
sa, chair of the AFD Board 
of Directors, at its Jan. 11 


which serves a 62-square- 
mile area that includes 
McKinleyville, Arcata, Ma- 
nila, Bayside and a portion 
of the Jacoby Creek neigh- 
borhood. 

The upper reaches of 
Fickle Hill and Jacoby 
Creek are part of what’s 
called the Arcata Good- 
will Response Area. Arcata 
Fire responds to a couple 
calls a year in the area, but 


ship (AHP) will manage — SAFE PARKING « PAGE 5 


Manila: help us, CHP 


Jack Durham 
Map RIver UNION 

MANILA — Manila’s town board is asking the Califor- 
nia Highway Patrol for increase patrols in the communi- 
ty to reduce the number of speeding cars and off-high- 
way vehicles on the streets. 

The Manila Community Services District Board of Di- 
rectors voted Jan. 18 to send a letter to the CHP asking 
for help in dealing what’s perceived as a growing problem. 

Speed tables 

In the letter, Manila district safety officer Sequoyah 
Faulk-Kellogg notes that a speed table was recently in- 
stalled on Peninsula Drive on the ocean side of town, 
and it has helped reduce speeding. A speed table is like a 
speed bump, but longer and with a flat top. 
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(BICYCLES 
Welcome HSU students~ 


We hope you enjoy all Humboldt has to offer! 


y 


= aii. 


a. 


WE LIKE BIKES! WE'RE HERE TO SERVE HUMBOLDT'S CYCLISTS WITH TWO CONVENINET LOCATIONS: 
1593 G STREET, ARCATA 707-822-2562 & 2811 F STREET EUREKA 707-443-9861 


wihbes 


COVID-19 Vaccine + Booster 
= Greater Protection 


Appointments: MyTurn.ca.gov 
Questions: Call 707-441-5000 
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meeting. 


residents don’t pay the dis- 


“yp aps : lan P. ; 
Dr. Ian Hoffman. “I think the big take- The area is outside the _ trict’s special assessments, 
i i , : Hoffman : aa 
home is that if you’re having trouble tH’s h ; boundaresofshedistdct,, ANNEX<ATIONGS PACER 
finding supplies, know that you're not eee 
everywhere 


alone, it’s happening everywhere.” 


He added, “But if we need to prioritize, we should be 
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37/50 Broadway | jaysooter.com | 707.444.8001 
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“We remain humble 
se and gratefulfor the 
trust of our Customers, 


_—-shareholders.and 


Capital Bank 

redwoodcapitalbank 

CQTERBER MEMBER F 
EUREKA 


402 G Street © 444-9800 1075 


, FORTUNA 


). Fortuna Blvd © 725-4722 1315 


(ARCATA 


Jennifer Budwig 
SVP/Chief Lending Officer 
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HENDERSON CENTER 


2816 F Street, Eureka © 444-9888 
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ait ZAVERDLING LAW Hace 2021 


“SPRING CLASSES» 


Wildland Firefighter Training, Cal/OSHA Industry Training 
for Cannabis Professionals, Beekeeping, The Studio 
School, Sip in Place, Wine Certificate classes andmore! 


_humboldt.edu/extended : 


Zwerdling Law Firm 
¢ Voted Best Law Office 2021 and 2019 in NCJ’s “Best of Humboldt” 


Zach Zwerdling 


e Voted Best Attorney 2021 and 2020 in NCJ’s “Best of Humboldt” 


Successfully representing North 
Coast injury victims for 45 years. 


Visit zwerdlinglaw.com for client testimonials, 
peer endorsements and more information. 


Sore us GS 
(707) 798-6211 (398 GE 
office@zwerdlinglaw.com © a 
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*. Correction 


MEMORIAL SERVICE A memorial service for Ralph Da- 
vis, who died Jan. 3 at the age of 88, is scheduled for 
Sunday, Feb. 27 at 2 p.m. at the Arcata-McKinleyville 
Seventh-day Adventist Church, 1200 Central Ave. in 
McKinleyville. 


Arcata House Partnership is Hiring! 


We are looking for enthusiastic and vibrant 
professionals to join our team. Please email your 
resume to: hr@arcatahouse.org or call (707) 
822-4528 X 104 for full job descriptions. Not all 
job responsibilities are listed below. 

Administrative Specialist 

Provide clerical, administrative and confidential support to the 
Executive Director and leadership team; coordinate meetings, 
workshops and other events; compose documents including 
board minutes and resolutions, legal notices, and brochures. 

Case Manager 

Provide supportive services in our emergency shelter and 
permanent housing programs; work with clients to develop 
individual case plans; complete timely, accurate and detailed case 
noting. 


ARCATA HOUSE 
PARTNERSHIP 


Housing Specialist 
Maintain accurate tenant files; generate necessary legal 
actions and documents; utilize knowledge of fair market rent 
and rent reasonableness to ensure units are eligible for housing 
vouchers. 
Housing Stabilization Specialist 
Provide support in the daily operations of the shelter; assist 
clients to implement case plans and goals. 
Manager of Operations / HR 
Implement policies and procedures that will improve day-to- 
day operations; maintain operational and employment files; recruit 
and onboard new hires; prepare compensation and benefits 
packages. 
Street Outreach Team Member 
Provide direct, street-based outreach to individuals and 
families experiencing housing and food insecurity; provide basic 
necessities, such as food, water, clothing, and hygiene kits; 
identify needs and barriers to housing as well as connecting them 
to services. 


DESIGN & BUILD 


Joust CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 
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WWW.COTTAGECONSTRUCTIONCO.COM 
707-268-1116 @ LIC. 844598 


CROSSWORD 


Seri DOWN 
. Word with eye or whip 1. Young animal 
. Flat-bottomed boat 2. Bewildered 
10. Small store 3. Word with crazy or fry 
14. Dog in “The Thin Man” 4. Airport buildings 
15. Boys’ names 5. Misrepresent 
16. Unconscious state 6. Deposed tyrant 
17. Chow __ 7. Border 
18. __ beans 8. Forest openings 
19. Frank 9. Written work 
20. Shopper’s delight 10. Bawled out 
22. Cute 11. Western Indian 
24. Amazement 12. Foreboding sign 
25. __ up; excited 13. Pain 
26. Like clipped sheep 21. Bristlelike fiber 
29. Sra. or Mme. 23. Measure a suit- 
30. Use an epee purchaser again 
34. Brinker of fiction 25. Tourist stop in Russia 
35. So: Scot. 26. “Phooey!” 
36. __ one’s time; waiting 27. __ Marx 
37. Alternatives 28. Beginning 
38. Metal eyelet 29. Famous Chairman 
40. Holiday beverage 31. Little Latinos 
41. Verdi’s works 32. $100 
43. Building site 33. __ on; encouraged 
44. Learn by __; memorize 35. Last year’s jrs. 
45. Tribal pole 36. Wager 
46. Kept out of sight 38. Pastimes 
47. Boxed 39. Stylish 
48. Nut variety 42. Tells 
50. “The Boy King” 44. Life’s competitive struggle 
51. Spray 46. Skimpy garment 
54. Prolonged attack 47. Mongrel 
58. Title for Harris’ Rabbit 49. Seashore 
59. 1 of the 3 Musketeers 50. Cup: Fr. 
61. “...and giving __, up 51. Up to the task 
the chimney...” 52. Ending for Spanish 
62. Shopper’s paper place names 
63. Common spots 53. Nap 
for tears 54. Heavy-duty weapon 
64. CCIIl doubled 55. 3/2=one __ half 
65. Consumes 56. Head of state: abbr. 
66. Erie or Huron 57. Review a manuscript 
67. From Nevada to Utah 60. Yes, in Japan 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 
17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 
26 127 |28 29 30 
34 35 36 
37 38 39 40 
41 42 43 44 
45 46 47 
31 52 153 54 
58 59 60 61 
62 63 64 
65 66 67 


The weekly crossword is 
brought to you by KINETIC KOFFEE 
Organic, fresh, local and available at Eureka Natural Foods, 
Murphy’s Markets, the North Coast Co-op and Wildberries! 


KINETICKOFFEE 


College of the Redwoods 
joins Californians For All 
College Corps program 


COLLEGE OF THE REDWooDS 

HUMBOLDT - College 
of the Redwoods is one of 
45 California colleges and 
universities that will par- 
ticipate in the Californians 
For All College Corps pro- 
gram, a new state-funded 
tuition reduc- 
tion program. 
The program 
will cover 
$10,000 of tu- 
ition costs for 
students who 
do 450 hours 
of community service, be- 
ginning in the fall 2022 se- 
mester. 

CR will be partnering 
with Humboldt State Uni- 
versity on recruitment of 
eligible students. Togeth- 
er, the two institutions are 
hoping to place 100 stu- 
dents, 80 from HSU and 
20 from CR who will be 
placed with local non-prof- 
its working in critical ar- 
eas such as climate action, 
K-12 education and food 
security for one school 


year. 


IN-HOME SERVICES 
We are here ope YOu 


Registered nurse support 
Personal care 
Light housekeeping 
Assistance with 
daily activities 
Respite care 
& much more 


Insured & bonded 


Humboldt 
Caregivers 


Serving Northern California 
for over 20 years! 


we 877_964-2001 


“* RAIN WEEK 
DATE 


8 


Sunday, Jan. 16 


Monday, Jan. 17 00 
Tuesday, Jan. 18 .00 
Wednesday, Jan.19 00 
Thursday, Jan. 20 T 
Friday, Jan. 21 .00 
Saturday, Jan. 22 .00 


INCHES 
OF RAIN OCT. 1 


Students must be full- 
time and qualify for in- 
state tuition and will re- 
ceive a $7,000 stipend 
during the year and a 
$3,000 education award 
once they have completed 
450 service hours in the ac- 
ademic year. 

Montel 
Vander- 
horck, who is 
coordinating 
the __ initia- 
tive for Col- 
lege of the 
Redwoods, sees this as a 
win-win for CR, the local 
community and students, 
saying, “the Californians 
For All College Fellowship 
will benefit our commu- 
nity through meaningful 
service-based learning 
opportunities that build 
leadership skills and civic 
responsibility while also 
helping students from di- 
verse backgrounds grad- 
uate college on-time and 
with less debt.” 

Participating — schools 
include seven of the 10 
University of California 
campuses, 16 of the 23 
California State University 
schools as well as a range 
of community colleges and 
private institutions. 


Wesleyan Church 
of the Redwoods 


Pastor Chuck Clark 
Coffee/fellowship 
at 10 a.m. 


Traditional worship 
at 10:30 a.m. 


Bible Study 
7 p.m. Wednesday 
(Sept. through May) = a 


839-2625 
1645 Fischer Rd., McKinleyville 


SINCE 


15.97 09.96 18.93 
15.97 09.96 19.14 
15.97 09.96 19.35 
15.97 09.96 19.56 
15.97 09.96 19.77 
15.97 10.25 19.98 
15.97 10.42 20.18 


RAIN AS MEASURED BY NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE AT WoopLey ISLAND. 


WEATHER YEAR STARTS ON Oct. 1. 


“Arcata Be 


Onesite Manager 
cal, RVa& Boat Storage 


PRIVATE OUTDOOR HOT TUBS 
TRADITIONAL SAUNA CABINS 


4INB TUBS 
Tuesday-Thursday: 11 am-11em 
Friday-Saturday: 11 am-Midnight 
Sunday: 11 am-1 lem 


CLOSED MONDAYS 


corner 5th & J, Arcata 
822-2228 reservations 


self Store 
7 ‘friendly storage professionals 
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YOUR AVOCET MOMENT American Avocets at play. 


PHOTO By LESLIE SCOPES ANDERSON 


Redwood Region Audubon 
Society Bird Photo Contest 


REDWooD REGION 
AUDUBON SOCIETY 

HUMBOLDT -— Look- 
ing for a fun activity? 

Go outside, take photos 
of birds and share. Red- 
wood Region Audubon 
Society is currently hold- 
ing a bird photo contest, 
open to all ages. 

Everyone is encouraged 
to submit their photo- 
graphs under the follow- 
ing guidelines: 

¢ All birds must have 
been photographed with- 
in the states of California 
and/or Oregon 

* Photos must have 
been taken within approx- 
imately the last year 

¢ A maximum of two 
entries per person (see 
exception for Nuthatches 
below). 

¢ Please include precise 
location and date of photo, 
your full name, address, 
email, phone number and 
age if under 18 years 

Results will be in the 
April issue of The Sand- 
piper newsletter of the 
Redwood Region Audu- 
bon Society 

Points will be awarded 
as follows: 

¢ Five Points per pho- 
to of any bird within the 


specified 
area 

Five Extra points for: 

¢ Creepers 

¢ Multiple bird species 
in the same photo 

¢ Submitting the Na- 
tive American name of the 
bird from the Tribal Terri- 
tory the bird was seen 

¢ Three species of Nut- 
hatches (Red-breasted, 
Pygmy and White-breast- 
ed), three photos allowed 

¢ A Clark’s Nutcracker 

¢ A bird with a non-avi- 
an wildlife species in the 
same photo 

¢ Extra points will be 
awarded for clarity, beau- 
ty and unusual qualities. 

Prizes include artwork 
by Gary Bloomfield and a 
pelagic birding trip with 
Gary Friedrichsen. 

Photos will be judged 
by The Sandpiper editor, 
along with local photog- 
raphers, Leslie Scopes 
Anderson, and Ann Con- 
stantino. 

All photo submissions 
and any questions should 
be sent to The Sandpiper 
Editor Giséle Albertine 
at giseleandco@gmail. 
com. 

Deadline for photo sub- 
missions is March 1, 2022. 


geographical 
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FOAM/REpDwoop AUDUBON 

HUMBOLDT - For the 19th year, 
Friends of the Arcata Marsh and 
Redwood Region Audubon Society 
are co-sponsoring a Student Bird 
Art Contest in conjunction with the 
Godwit Days Spring Migration Bird 
Festival. 

Upto $550 in prizes will be awarded 
to Humboldt County students from 
kindergarten through high school 
who submit a drawing of one of 40 
suggested species or another bird 
who has been seen locally. 

Prizes also will be awarded for the 
best rendition of a bird in its natural 
habitat. 

Entries will be judged by local 
wildlife artists and educators. Awards 
are scheduled to be presented at on 


Decorate your 
new home with 
our large selection 
of house plants. 


Mad River Gardens “33* 


_ ‘ Sun. 
BEAUTIFUL BIRDIES Past entries in the Student Bird Art Contest. 3384 Janes Road * 707-822-7049 


Saturday, April 16 at the outdoor 
amphitheater at the Arcata Marsh & 
Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Copies of winning artwork will 
be shown at the Arcata Marsh 
Interpretive Center during May and 
June. 

A flyer with complete rules and 


a list of suggested birds to draw is 
posted at godwitdays.org or can 
be picked up at the Arcata Marsh 
Interpretive Center, 569 South G St., 
Arcata. Flyers have been e-mailed to 
all schools in Humboldt County. 
Artwork may be dropped off at the 


SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


Interpretive Center (open Tuesday 
through Sunday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) or 
mailed to Sue Leskiw, 155 Kara Lane, 
McKinleyville CA 95519. Entries must 
be received by Friday, March 18 to 
be considered. Questions should be 
e-mailed to sueleskiw1@gmail.com. 


Se ES  ., _ 


Send $40 to Mad River Union, 791 
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Eighth St., Ste 8, Arcata, CA 95521 and 
we’ll mail you a fresh newspaper every 


week for a year. That’s a sweet deal. 
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MckKinleyville Little League 


Baseball Sign-Ups 
12/07/2021-02/08/2022 


Register Online @: 
www.mcekinleyvillelittleleague.com 


¥/2 
Diacs Gail Grab 
& (Go/Hunch Boxes 


Ie Pick Up fom 11:30 — 1:00 


Wednesdays= a8 Mac 
N’ Geese Coleslaw 
* Thursday Chile 
 PRellenor& Rice ‘with 
Black Bean Sa IRs 

See Fridays= Fried 
Chicken Mashed 
Potatoes &¥Carrots 


League 
DIVISION OF PLAY OFFERED 02/08/2022- 


Registration Deadline 


02/27/2022- 
Assessments 
HSU Field House 
7-8Yrs: 10am-12pm 
9-10Yrs: 12pm-2pm 
11-12 Yrs: 2om-4pm 


Nursery & Garden Center Trouble registering? 


Email:McKinleyville.Ilbaseball@gmail.com 
Call/Text: 707-498-2911 


Fees 


$125.00 


Early Bird Discount: 
$10.00 per player if paid 
before January 14th 


COACH PITCH: 
SYRS-8YRS 

MINOR A (KID PITCH): 
7YRS- 11YRS 

MAJOR: 

9YRS-12YRS 

SENIOR LEAGUE: 
13YRS-16YRS 


If you are interested in coaching, 
please send an email to 
mckinleyville.IIbaseball@gmail.com 


Shop & Power Equipment 


Landscape Contractors hs 


a“ mer 
Fencing ae 


Automatic Gates "® 


SY oy 


Irrigation 


re. 
Pe 


4 Order online: plazagrill@arcata.com, 
07) 826: 08607 Omby walk-in 


If your child was on a MAJORS team 
during the 2021 season, they don't 
need to attend assessments. 


AGES 21+ 


THROWBACK HIP-HOP/R&B 


LATIN NIGHTS 


LATINANIGARS cc 
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me 


LATIN NIGHTS Tn ROWS YBACK : D ) 


Pp Al \S) DISTATIK e EVERY 3RD THURS 
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| DANCE HITS 


EVERY DAY IN THE 


DANCE HITS WAVE LOUNGE 


LATIN NIGHTS 


DANCE HITS 


NAPOLEON 
DYNAMITE 
TRIVIAYNIGHT:: 


FOR DETAILS VISIT BLUELAKECASINO.COM 


PRINCE/HENDRIX 


1.877.BLC.2WIN 


WWW.BLUELAKECASINO.COM 


€ BLUE LAKE 


CASINO @HOTEL 


HvyOao ta ¢ 


We support responsible gambling; call 1-800-GAMBLER. 
Management reserves the right to cancel or modify promotions at any time. An enterprise of the Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe. ©2022 Blue Lake Rancheria Tribe. All Rights Reserved 
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END OF AN ERA The more irre- 
deemable parts of Arcata’s fabled 
Trinity Hospital are being demol- 
ished to make room for Humboldt 
State’s new Trinity Children’s Cen- 
ter and Child Development Lab. 
The original hospital structure will 
be preserved and modernized, 
and a new, 3,800 square foot wing 
added. Opening in spring of 2023, 
the facility will house children’s 
classrooms, offices, education- = 

al and support spaces and play | 
areas. PHotos sy Mart Fitar | UNION } 
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COVID | Omicron overwhelming testing 


** FROM PAGE 1 
prioritizing those who are sick.” 

A recently-launched federal website — 
covidtests.gov — allows each U.S. household 
to order four free tests, Hoffman continued, 
and “that’s something we would encourage 
everyone to utilize immediately.” 

Schools are testing students and “some 
have been given at-home tests,” he said. 

But the shape-shifting and adeptly evolv- 
ing virus has outpaced ability to deal to with 


It. 


“We're certainly not gonna have enough 
tests to get through the Omicron surge,” 
said Hoffman. “It is overwhelming all test- 
ing across the board so we may have to pri- 
oritize some in the coming weeks.” 

The county’s COVID-19 case counts are 
now at record levels. From Jan. 15 to Jan. 
21, 2,010 new cases were confirmed. 

Local hospitals are bracing for an influx 
of COVID-sickened patients, as severe ill- 
ness takes ten days to two weeks to set in 
after infection. Last week saw nine new 
hospitalizations, two more than the previ- 


ous week. 


There was one death last week, of a resi- 
dent in their 20s. There were four the week 
before, possibly reflecting what’s believed 


to be a lesser degree of severe illness with 


Omicron. 


pacts. 


Even though the virus is more contagious 
and vaccine-resistant now than it has ever 
been, restrictions have been mostly aban- 
doned as a means of infection control. The 
responsibility for public health has shift- 
ed away from government as closures and 
across the-board health orders are seen as 
having intense social and economic im- 


Humboldt State University began a new 
in-class semester last week and an unpopu- 
lar suspension on audiences at high school 
sports events was lifted. 

Means of virus control is “up to each in- 
dividual administration,” said Hoffman. 
His department is offering “clear guidance 
on how to make public spaces safe” and 
those recommendations are being followed 
by the schools, he continued. 

As of now there are no plans to return 
to lockdown-style measures but local cir- 
cumstances are being closely eyed. “We are 
continuing to review our local case count, 


hospitalizations and deaths and make our 


determinations based on that local data, 
if we need to do things any stricter here,” 
Hoffman said. 


Council | Texts reveal some of what was happening behind the scenes at City Hall 


“* FROM PAGE 1 

The PRA request asked 
for “copies of emails/writ- 
ten correspondence to 
and from (as well as text 
messages to and from) the 
following members of the 
Arcata City Council: Sta- 
cy Atkins-Salazar, Emily 
Goldstein, Meredith Mat- 
thews, and Sarah Schaefer 
dating back to October 6, 
2021, that have references 
to Brett Watson,” and “all 
emails sent and received by 
Brett Watson on his city ac- 
count since October 1.” 

The intra-council dis- 
patches are informal, at 
times reflecting levels of 
emotion and raw personal 
assessments not commonly 
heard from the dais during 
council meetings. 

While fragmentary, 
the texts provide a basic 
outline of four first-term 
councilmembers seeing 
their initial sympathy for 
an erratic-behaving col- 
league dissolve amid con- 
fusion and resentment at 
his council-distracting ex- 
cesses. 

What isn’t disclosed are 
details of Watson’s alleged 
offense, which is now being 
investigated. That and oth- 
er undocumented details 
leave some gaps in terms 
of understanding certain 
references in the conversa- 
tions. 

Watson remains on the 
council and _ participates 
constructively in its busi- 
ness, though recent meet- 
ings have been marked by 
unusually tense exchanges 
between him and the other 
councilmembers, as well as 
staff. 

Watson’s only comment 
on the newly revealed mes- 
sages was, “These texts ap- 
pear to have been carefully 
selected.” 

Snowballing problems 

Watson’s personal strife 
first welled up in August, 


2021 with his arrest for 
driving under the influ- 
ence. It later came to light 
that he was in possession 
of cocaine at the time. He 
ultimately pleaded guilty to 
reduced charges. 

The incident triggered 
suggestions that he resign 
as well as expressions of 
support. With the council 
having no authority to re- 
move him, Watson chose to 
retain his position. 

On Oct. 20, ona 4-0 vote, 
the council declared “no 
confidence” in Watson and 
stripped him of his mayor- 
al position in absentia over 
an allegation of alleged in- 
appropriate conduct which 
remains undisclosed. 

At the time, Vice Mayor 
Emily Grace Goldstein said 
that Watson’s actions “neg- 
atively affected the city and 
some of its staff members.” 
From support to disgust 

Around Oct. 10, per- 
haps the day before, a text 
to Councilmember  Sar- 
ah Schaefer from Watson 
includes an apology for 
drinking too much due to 
depression over his father’s 
death. 

Schaefer offers sympa- 
thy. “Let me know if I can 
support you in any way,” 
she writes. 

On Oct. 10 at 4:53 p.m., 
Watson asks Schaefer for 
a phone conversation. “It’s 
important,” he says. 

Another redacted, un- 
dated text by Watson, 
forwarded to then-Coun- 
cilmember Atkins-Salazar 
by Councilmember Mer- 
edith Matthews, | stirred 
strong reactions. 

“My therapist says I 
shouldn’t resign,” Watson 
writes. “She says [redacted] 
led me on and tried to keep 
me addicted to [redacted] 
so [redacted] could control 
me. My attorney [redact- 
ed] says I shouldn’t resign. 
Two other attorneys I talk- 
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ed to told me not to resign.” 

“My psychologist also 
told me [redacted] was en- 
joying the relationship and 
having me dependant [sic] 
on [redacted].” 

In her response, Mat- 
thews declines to engage 
Watson, but affirms their 
friendship and asks that he 
not bring the issues up with 
her. “Please don’t put me in 
that position,” she says. 

“T apologize,” Watson 
replies. 

In an ensuing exchange 
with Atkins-Salazar, Mat- 
thews states, “I’m disgust- 
ed,” apparently referring to 
Watson’s message. 

“Tm just starting to get 
angry because I feel like 
we're being really manipu- 
lated,” replies Atkins-Sala- 
zar. “We've been trying to 
be very gracious and give 
him an easy way out... But 
this is not OK.” 

The two agree that Wat- 
son has been dishonest and 
manipulative, but offer no 
specifics. 

It was at some point in 
this time frame that the al- 
leged misconduct by Wat- 
son may have occurred, be- 
cause the exchanges take a 
different direction. 

‘Holy actual shit’ 

On Oct. 12, Matthews 

asks Councilmember Emily 


Grace Goldstein, “Did you 
talk to Nancy Diamond? 
Holy actual shit.” 

“Yep!” replies Goldstein. 
“My reaction exactly.” 

On Oct. 13, a week be- 
fore Watson’s ouster as 
mayor, the council held a 
closed evening session over 
a single case of “anticipated 
litigation.” 

At 7:20 that night, ac- 
cording to a copy of a text 
provided by Atkins-Sala- 
zar, Matthews writes, “Hey. 
I hope you’re OK. This was 
a rough night. FYI Nick 
[Matthews, Meredith’s 
husband] gave Brett a ride 
home.” 

“I’m just so grateful it’s 
out in the open and that 
all 4 of us are on the same 
page,” states Atkins-Sala- 
zar. Apparently referring to 
the closed session meeting. 

Both are eager to move 
on from the Watson imbro- 
glio. 

“What a burden you 
carried,” Matthews states 
enigmatically. “I’m so 
ready to get to work” 

“Let’s get shit done!!” 
enthuses Atkins-Salazar. 

“Yes!!” replies Mat- 
thews. 

At 7:27 p.m. on Oct. 
14, Matthews asks At- 
kins-Salazar if she’s heard 
from Watson. 
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“T did,” Atkins-Salazar 
replies. “He said he would 
resign and takes full re- 
sponsibility.” 

But much to his col- 
leagues’ frustration, Wat- 
son was not to follow 
through on any promise to 
resign, if one was made. 

The big day 

A text some days later, 
probably on Oct. 19, At- 
kins-Salazar says that if 
Watson hasn’t resigned “by 
our meeting tomorrow,” 
the other councilmembers 
may make a_ statement, 
possibly including a vote of 
no confidence. 

“It will be an interesting 
meeting to say the least,” 
she concludes. 

On Oct. 19 at 5:14 p.m., 
Schaefer asks Goldstein 
if she’s heard from Wat- 
son, and is told no. Gold- 
sten asks if Matthews has 
heard any news from staff 
or the other councilmem- 
bers. “No, no word,” At- 
kins-Salazar replies. 

Goldstein then says she’s 
forwarded to Diamond a 
statement she wanted to 
read regarding a vote of 
no confidence at the next 
night’s special meeting. 

“If it is how you all want 
to move forward then I am 
comfortable making the 
motion and reading the 
statement but I want to 
make sure it’s how we all 
feel it’s best to move for- 
ward,” Goldstein writes. 

Both express frustration 
about the lack of communi- 
cation from Watson, and the 
lack of direction as to how to 
responsibly handle the next 
evening’s proceedings. 

The next day, Oct. 20 
at 3:03 p.m., as the 6 p.m. 
meeting approached in 
which Watson was to be 
demoted approached, At- 
kins-Salazar tells Matthews 
she hasn’t heard from Wat- 
son and that no resignation 
letter has been received. 

“He texted me,” replies 
Matthews. “He checked 
into a 30-day treatment 
center in Petaluma. I told 
him not to text me, but to 
focus on his demons.” 


Atkins-Salazar con- 


cludes by saying that coun- 
cilmember statements will 
be coordinated with City 
Attorney Nancy Diamond. 

What followed that night 
was his ouster in absentia 
as mayor and the no confi- 
dence vote, plus the airing 
of unspecified allegations 
of misconduct. 

‘We did the right thing’ 

On Friday, Oct. 22, while 
still undergoing therapy in 
Petaluma and in anoth- 
er norm-shattering move, 
Watson bypassed the city’s 
communications staff and 
City Manager’s Office and 
issued his own ostensible 
City of Arcata press release. 

Using a copied city seal 
and nonstandard writing 
style, Watson stated that 
“On Monday October 11th, 
I informed the City Council 
and staff I would be step- 
ping down as Mayor and 
entering a 30-day residen- 
tial rehabilitation program 
to focus on depression and 
personal issues. My goal is 
to get myself better before 
making any decisions on 
how I can continue to best 
serve my community.” 

All this was apparently 
news to his colleagues. At 
7:12 p.m., Matthews for- 
wards to Goldstein a link 
to a Mad River Union story 
about Watson’s rogue press 
release. 

“T just saw!” exclaims 
Goldstein. “WTF. He forged 

“Right?” Mat- 
thews. 

“Tm blown away,” Gold- 
stein says. “Every time I 
think he can’t go farther he 
does.” 

“Super disrespectful 
to do it this way, without 
taking any responsibility,” 
says Matthews. 

“Completely!” 
Goldstein. 

At 7:27 p.m. that night, 
Matthews asks Atkins-Sala- 
zar, “Did you see?” 

“Yep,” replies the may- 
or. “So at this time he’s not 
resigning. I also read the 
mean and nasty email from 
[redacted]. And the legal 
inquest from [redacted]... 
I’m feeling pretty shitty. 
But in the middle of my 
pity party guy [sic] thought 
of the previous counsel 
[sic] and what they had to 
go through with a Josiah 
Lawson murder... This is 
nothing compared to that 
so I guess I just need to 
toughen up!” 

“We did the right thing,” 
Matthews says, apparently 
referring to Watson’s de- 
motion and the no confi- 
dence vote. 

Visit | madriverunion. 
com to view the newly re- 
leased messages. 


agrees 


agrees 


5 


Wetlands and Creeks Committee 
sets goals for council to ponder 


Ray Olson 
Map River UNION 

ARCATA — The City of Arcata 
Wetlands and Creeks Committee 
(WACC) held its regular meeting 
by Zoom on Tuesday, Jan. 18. 

Committeemembers spent time 
discussing and developing their 
committee goals for the Fiscal 
Year 22/23. Committee goals pro- 
vide guidance to the City Council’s 
discussions as it develops its up- 
coming city-wide goals and fiscal 
budget. The committee goals also 
clarify objectives for future WACC 
agenda items. 

These committee goals will be 
incorporated into the WACC’s 
2021 Annual Report, which will 
be presented to the City Council 
during a future meeting. Once that 
presentation is scheduled, the final 
annual report will be included in 
the Council’s agenda packet and 
posted online at cityofarcata.org. 

After robust discussion, the 
Wetlands and Creeks Committee 
unanimously approved eight goals. 
Goals include: 

1. Support city staff to imple- 
ment the MS4 (storm quality) 
Permit, including stormwater ed- 
ucation and outreach. (The permit 
requires the city to implement a 
variety of actions to reduce pollu- 
tion in urban stormwater run-off 
to protect the water quality of local 
creeks, rivers and Humboldt Bay.) 

2. Maintain presence on Mea- 
sure A’s Ad-Hoc Committee and 
revisit the priority funding list 
twice per year. (Measure A is an 
annual special tax of $37 per parcel 
to fund the protection, preserva- 
tion, maintenance and expansion 
of Arcata’s parks, trails, and natu- 
ral open spaces. It was approved by 
over 80 percent of Arcata’s voters 
in the 2020 election.) 

3. Continue to review and pro- 
vide policy recommendations to 
support habitat, water quality, and 
climate resiliency, including the 
Local Coastal Program (LCP) Up- 


date and Strategic Infill Redevel- 
opment Program (SIRP). (More in- 
formation about the LCP and SIRP 
can be found at cityofarcata.org.) 

4. Explore HSU partnership op- 
portunities and support city staff 
to develop potential paid, unpaid, 
and/or standardized internships 
focused on protecting Arcata’s wet- 
land and creeks resources. 

5. Support city staff in sea lev- 
el rise adaptation planning and 
implementation efforts, including 
review of Thriving Earth Exchange 
research. (Thriving Earth Ex- 
change is a non-profit organization 
that assists local governments with 
science-based project review. Vis- 
it thrivingearthexchange.org for 
more information.) 

6. Support city staff in the de- 
velopment of a long-term manage- 
ment plan for the city-owned Jaco- 
by Creek Gannon Slough Wildlife 
Area complex. 

7. Explore options for in- 
ter-committee information sharing 
and idea exchange with the Wet- 
lands and Creeks Committee, i.e., 
share goals with other committees, 
invite other committee members 
and/or provide updates to other 
committees. (Currently, there are 
eight additional city committees 
and they often share overlapping 
expertise and purviews.) 

8. Explore subcommittee forma- 
tion to support city staff as needed 
and feasible, i.e., grant proposals. 

The Wetlands and Creeks Com- 
mittee is composed of Council-ap- 
pointed community volunteers 
interested in helping to preserve, 
enhance and protect Arcata’s wet- 
lands, creeks, tidelands and open 
spaces, including the Arcata Marsh 
and Wildlife Sanctuary. 

All WACC annual reports, agen- 
das and approved minutes are ar- 
chived (and easily accessible) on 
the city’s website, cityofarcata.org. 
Every city committee meeting is re- 
corded and all recordings are avail- 
able upon request for up to one year. 


Cannabis farmers campaign 
for Measure S tax relief 


Daniel Mintz 
Map River UNION 

HUMBOLDT - A campaign to 
suspend Humboldt County’s can- 
nabis excise tax is underway and 
a member of the Board of Supervi- 
sors has said the request is already 
being actively discussed. 

In a press release, the Suspend 
Measure S campaign asks the 
county to “forgive” the October 
2021 excise tax payment, “waive” 
the next payment due in March 
and to suspend the tax for a year 
following that. 

During the 
suspension, the 
campaign asks 
that a “new eq- 
uitable and fair 
tax” be devised. 

The  coun- 
ty has recog- 
nized that the 
local canna- 
bis industry 
is struggling 
amid unfavorable market condi- 
tions. Last October’s tax payment 
has been deferred to the end of 
May and additional grant oppor- 
tunities have been added to the 
county’s Project Trellis assistance 


Michelle 
Bushnell 


program. 

But cannabis farmers say 
they’re close to the edge of insol- 
vency. 


When the Board of Supervisors 
discussed cannabis regulation 
issues at their Jan. 11 meeting, 
cannabis farm owner and consul- 
tant Mika Cook said the county’s 
longstanding cannabis farming 
tradition is facing an existential 
threat. 

“It seems really scary right 
now with the state of the industry 
as it is because we might not sur- 
vive — it feels like we are in an ex- 
tinction event, period,” she said. 
“And if we, as small farmers who 
really do care passionately about 
protecting the environment don’t 
make it, who’s gonna come in to 
replace us?” 

The Measure S ballot measure 
was approved by county voters in 


2016 and advanced an excise tax 
based on grow area square footage. 

Supervisors subsequently 
changed the way the tax is charged 
and calculated — moves that have 
been overturned in court, forcing 
the county to give partial refunds. 

The Suspend Measure S press 
release notes that the county can 
make changes to Measure S as long 
as the tax’s amount and scope ar- 
en’t increased. 

And during the general public 
comment period of the supervi- 
sors meeting, Selina Rowan, CEO 
of the Midnight Gardens cannabis 
farm in Benbow, said farmers can’t 
afford match requirements for wa- 
ter storage grants and supervisors 
should agendize a discussion on 
suspending Measure S. 

“T would like to participate in 
the grant program but at this time I 
know I’m not alone in saying I can’t 
provide a one to one match,” she 
told supervisors, adding that sus- 
pension of Measure S is necessary 
because “we’re incredibly overbur- 
dened, financially.” 

In response, Supervisor Mi- 
chelle Bushnell said there’s been 
a significant amount of outreach 
to the county for tax relief and the 
board’s cannabis ad hoc commit- 
tee met the previous day to dis- 
cuss it. 

“We are hearing you,” she said. 
“Tt is not falling on deaf ears — we 
are hearing you and we are work- 
ing toward some solutions.” 

Suspend Measure S held a 
well-attended rally on Jan. 18 at 
the county courthouse in Eureka. 

The message, expressed by 
signs and by those who spoke, 
was that conditions have changed 
drastically since Measure S’s ap- 
proval in 2016 and the county 
needs to adjust its tax policy ac- 
cordingly. 

The press release describes the 
campaign as “a grassroots effort 
composed of cannabis businesses, 
community partners, local citizens, 
and organizations, powered with 
help from the Humboldt County 
Growers Alliance.” 
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nila and Samoa is a notorious location for illegal garbage dumping. Left, the parking lot has a lot of 
room for trailers and trucks to turn around during illicit garbage dumps. Right, this modified photo 
shows the design for the parklet. The site includes really delicious views of Humboldt Bay. Via Catrans 


Jack Durham 
Map River UNION 

MANILA — In an effort to 
reduce illegal garbage dumping 
and clean up an eyesore, the 
California Department of Trans- 
portation is planning to turn the 
parking lot at the corner of State 
Route 255 and Vance Avenue 
into a small park. 

The bayfront parking lot is 
notorious for being a dumping 
spot for old mattresses, couches, 
construction debris, dilapidated 
vehicles and other garbage. 

Julia Peterson, who heads 
Caltrans’ Clean California proj- 
ect, gave a presentation on the 
park proposal to the Manila 
Community Services District 
Board of Directors at its Jan. 18 
meeting. 

The proposal was well re- 


ceived, with board members 
saying that the new park would 
be ideal for birdwatching and 
family picnics. 

Under the proposal, the size 
of the parking lot would be great- 
ly reduced, with much of its re- 
placed with a grassy area with 
two cement picnic tables. There 
would also be an area with native 
plant beds. The parking would be 
limited to designated spaces ad- 
jacent to Vance Avenue. 

Construction could begin as 
early as March, depending on 
the weather, and the parklet 
could be completed by this sum- 
mer. 

“This is a really fast turn- 
around time,” Peterson said. 

The park would be built and 
maintained by Caltrans. 

One issue that still needs to 


be resolved is whether the proj- 
ect will include an artistic com- 
ponent. One option is to have 
artists paint the concrete picnic 
tables, and maybe the concrete 
trash bins. 

“Tf we leave it to the engineers 
at Caltrans, it will either be plain 
concrete color or orange,” Peter- 
son joked. 

Board member Dave Jannet- 
ta, an assistant professor of film 
at Humboldt State University, 
volunteered to work with Peter- 
son and connect her with artists. 

The $89,000 project would 
be funded by Clean California 
grant funds, which are intended 
to clean up eyesores. 

Those who want to give in- 
put on the parklet proposal can 
reach Peterson at julia.peter- 
son@dot.ca.gov. 


Safe Parking | Will help campers, neighborhoods 


** FROM PAGE 1 
month-to-month property lease. 


A staff report estimates that 300 households in 
Arcata “could be counted” as having no safe place 
to sleep. The Safe Parking Program will serve up 
to 30 households currently sleeping in vehicles 
throughout the city per evening at the Samoa 


Boulevard site. 


The location will be staffed, and provide basic 
necessities and service referrals to all participants, 
who will be assisted in addressing their homeless- 
ness and gaining financial and housing stability. 

Hopes are that the facility will reduce the nega- 


tive impacts of car camping both on Arcata neigh- 
borhoods and those sleeping in cars, and give cit- 


izens and police a viable location to direct them. 

Arcata residents will be given priority at the site. 
County Dept. of Health and Human Services and 

Open Door Mobile Medical will also provide support. 
The project augments other recent commit- 


ments by the city to aggressively address home- 


Manila | OHVs ply the roads 


** FROM PAGE 1 

The new speed table is located 
near the Manila Community Cen- 
ter, which houses Redwood Coast 
Montessori. The district is also 
lobbying the County of Humboldt 
to install another speed table on 
Peninsula Drive near Orange Ave- 
nue, which is about 600 feet south 
of the community center. 

In a letter written to the county 
Board of Supervisors last month, 
district board President Meghan 
Ryan stated “Driving speeds along 
Peninsula Drive and poor visibili- 
ty have been concerns in our com- 
munity for years and the recently 
completed raised crosswalk and 
hump have been well received. 
Residents have asked that the dis- 
trict, and subsequently, the Coun- 
ty Board of Supervisors support 
an additional installation to com- 
plete the calming effect as the new 
installation has greatly improved 
safety by slowing traffic in front 
of the Manila Community Center 
and provides a safe crossing to the 
Redwood Transit Service bus stop 
on both sides of Peninsula Drive.” 

Speeding cars 
While the ocean side of Penin- 


sula Drive has a speed hump, the 
east side of Peninsula does not. 

“The eastern half of Peninsu- 
la, however, does not enjoy any 
calming measures whatsoever 
and has seen an increase in ve- 
hicles speeding in and around 
the Manila Park and Lighthouse 
Plaza Market,both located on and 
adjacent to small and otherwise 
quiet county roads Victor Blvd., 
Peninsula Drive and Mill Street,” 
Faulk-Kellogg wrote to the CHP. 

Another visible problem in 
Manila which seems to have in- 
creased since the pandemic began 
is people driving off-highway ve- 
hicles (OHVs) on county roads, 
which is illegal. One resident of 
Manila routinely drives an ATV 
through town and through a 
dunes and wildlife area owned by 
the district. 

“The Manila Community Ser- 
vices District Board of Directors 
seeks to memorialize our dedi- 
cation to the safety of our resi- 
dents and respectfully requests 
increased patrols, specifically as 
deterrents to speeding and OHVs 
on our local side streets and pub- 
lic spaces,” wrote Faulk-Kellogg. 


lessness in unprecedented ways. These include 
the pending Project Homekey conversion of two 
motels in Valley West to permanent supportive 
housing, and creation of a small tiny house village 
in the Aldergrove area. 


Annexation 


** FROM PAGE 1 


which fund the fire ser- 
vice. 

Instead, they receive 
invoices to pay for the 
costs of the response. 
“This is neither a popu- 
lar nor convenient way to 
recoup our costs,” Arcata 
Fire Chief Justin Mac- 
Donald told the board. 

The district will study 
the proposal in conjunc- 
tion with the County of 
Humboldt and the Local 
Agency Formation Com- 
mission (LAFCo), which 
would need to approve 
the annexation. 

Ultimately, the deci- 
sion to be annexed into 
the Arcata Fire District 
would be decided by prop- 
erty owners in the upper 
Fickle Hill and Jacoby 
Creek neighborhoods. 

An election would be 
held and more than 50 
percent of voters would 
need to approve the an- 
nexation. 
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a ‘lle considerably. ful personality. His unusual 

2585|Central/Ave-7)McKinleyville 
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We love this sensitive markings and thick coat turn 
boy. He has been playful and a lot of heads as he walks 
enthusiastic and will make about. Zeke weighs in at 
a great buddy for the right about 65 pounds. 
dog. The meet and greet that Both of these boys are 
I observed did not result in neutered, microchipped, cur- 
an adoption because the oth- rent on their vaccinations and 
er dog was not as interested available through the Hum- 
os eS in having a new friend as his _boldt County Animal Shelter. 
é cx% owner was, but Jack did great. You can make an appoint- 

ome We think Jack may be ment to meet them by call- 
Cc J ter a possible candidate for a_ ing (707) 840-9132 Monday 
voy home with cats. This big fel- through Friday. 
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OVER YEARS! A golfer's delight! Corner 


lot, situated directly on 


Weaverville golf course, 
with beautiful views of the 


7 mountains. Don’t miss out Be  e 
LD LH Vz, Af on this custom 3 bedroom, [GSeSSssmiinii Rei 4 sites Ieee 
2 and a half bath, spacious Saas alae } Ss 
house. Home features upgrades throughout, hard wood floors, quarts 
5 countertops, redwood deck, top of the line hot tub built into the deck, 
sauna, and much more! Home is one level, completely handicap 


accessible with low maintenance yard. Ideal location, just a minute drive 
from downtown and shopping. Subdivision looks like its directly out of a 
Hallmark movie! Call your favorite realtor for showing! $549,000! 

DRE #: 00993152 
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WAY OUT 


WEST Valley Westers turn out rain or shine to pitch inonco 


MapD RIVER UNION * COMMUNITY 


ye 


mmunity cleanup days, several more of which are upcoming. The events often include tabling and resource distribution, 


food, music and dancing. Top left and middle, community cleanup crews. Top right, a recent outdoor musical event at the North Coast Inn. Above left, Laurel Tree Charter School students 
put their permaculture and gardening skills to work in the Valley West sunshine. Above right, Carlson Park is a frequent center of constructive activity. PHotos via KimBertey Waite | VALLEY West 


Valley Westers — help spend to make change, and pitch in to clean up 


alley West is making prog- 

\ / ress to no longer be the 

forgotten part of Arcata. 

Lots of exciting things are hap- 
pening in our community! 

In addition to family fun 
events, both weekly and month- 
ly trash cleanups are sponsored 
by CUNA (Comunidad Unida 
del Norte de Arcata/Community 
United of North Arcata). A feasi- 
bility study is also underway for a 
possible resilient hub/family re- 
source center in Valley West. 

Participatory Budget Process 

And now the community has 
an exciting opportunity to have 
their voices heard and give input 
on what improvements they want 
to see in the Valley West Commu- 
nity via a Participatory 
Budget Process. 

As a Valley West res- 
ident I am excited to be 
part of CUNA, a lead 
staffer drafting the Fea- 
sibility Study for a local 
Resilient Hub as well as 
being part of the Partic- 
ipatory Budget process 
all of which are under 
Cooperation Humboldt. 


giving the residents themselves 
a voice. Community residents 
brainstorm ideas on how to im- 
prove their neighborhood. A 
steering committee is then formed 
from both residents and Cooper- 
ation Humboldt staff to develop 
the proposals from these sessions. 

The steering committee then 
comes up with formal proposals 
on how to allocate funds based on 
the brainstorming sessions data 
and group discussion. A stipend 
is provided to the steering com- 
mittee resident participants. Res- 
idents then vote on the developed 
proposals. Finally, the proposals 
with the highest number of votes 
are sent to City Council and staff 
to be decided upon. 

The process of Par- 
ticipatory Budgeting 
comes from Latin Amer- 
ica, so bringing those 
historical roots to Val- 
ley West and our Latinx 
community just makes 
sense. Many others are 
now using this process 
as well. 

Morgan March, the 
Participatory Budgeting 


Valley Westers, = == coordinator at Cooper- 
would you like to help Wess ation Humboldt, who 
decide howto spendthe \Y@‘WIAN4 himself is from Sweden 
$30,000 surplus ARPA ° explains: “In several 
(American Rescue Plan “° WEST municipalities in Swe- 
Act) funds delegated by [Ui@inley-itsaj = den they have developed 


the City of Arcata plus 
an additional $15,000 
for Valley West beautification also 
from the City of Arcata? 

Your vision and ideas for Val- 
ley West are needed! Come share 
your input at our first in person 
Participatory Budget Process 
meeting Thursday, Feb. 3 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the Red Roof Inn con- 
ference room. Both childcare and 
dinner will be provided. 

If you prefer not to attend an 
in person meeting, there will be 
an opportunity to participate on- 
line via zoom, Thursday, Jan. 27 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the CUNA 
Monthly Recap at uso2web.zoom. 
us/j/89813615964. 

But what exactly is a Partici- 
patory Budgeting process? It is a 
community driven decision-mak- 
ing process centered around 


White 


processes for all their 
residents to take part in 
the creation of the whole annual 
budget, including tax increases or 
decreases, directly. But I expect 
this process to be a lot less in- 
volved, and more of a look at the 
possibilities.” 

David Cobb, executive director 
of Cooperation Humboldt, adds, 
“This is a pilot project to show the 
residents, officials of Humboldt 
County, and its city governments 
how to implement these kinds 
of direct democratic processes, 
letting residents have a voice on 
how public money is spent. We 
are a part of the Democracy Be- 
yond Election Coalition (DBEC), 
who awarded us a grant to help 
demonstrate the use of Partici- 
patory Budgeting with our local 
community.” 


nm DESIGN 


THE PROCESS 


A steering committee 
that represents the 
community creates the 
rules and engagement 
plan. 
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institution funds 
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for projects. 
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winning ideas. 


Oscar Mogollon, CUNA pro- 
gram coordinator, explained, 
“This process is designed to have 
residents at the center, and we 
are also inviting organizational 
groups and community advocates 
to observe the process. We believe 
that when people see the bene- 
fit of the Participatory Budget- 
ing process, that we can inspire 
more communities and neighbor- 
hoods to replicate this process.” 

If interested in participating as 
a Valley West community mem- 
ber or an observer we invite you 
to come explore the possibilities 
at these upcoming Participatory 
Budget events: 

¢ Online Brainstorming Event: 
Thursday, Jan. 27 from 6 to 
7:30 p.m. at the CUNA Month- 
ly Recap at uso2web.zoom. 
us/j/89813615964. 

¢ In person Brainstorming 
event: Thursday, Feb. 3 from 6 to 
8 p.m. at the Red Roof Inn at 4975 
Valley West Blvd. 

¢ In-person Voting Event: 
Thursday, March 10 from 5 to 8 
p.m. at the Red Roof Inn at 4975 
Valley West Blvd. Voting will also 
be possible online. 

CUNA is a project under Coop- 
eration Humboldt. If you are not 
already familiar with Cooperation 
Humboldt here is some back- 
ground about what they stand for 
and what they do. 

Organization information 

Cooperation Humboldt (CH) is 
a nonprofit social change organi- 
zation working to build a solidari- 
ty economy on the North Coast of 


~ BRAINSTORM 


Through meetings and 
online tools, residents 
share and discuss ideas 


Pa 


the proposals that 
most serve the 
community's needs. 


PROJECT! 


DEVELOP 


PROPOSALS 


Volunteer “budget delegates” 
develop the ideas into 
feasible proposals. 


PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING How it works. 


VIA THE PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING PROJECT | PARTICIPATORYBUDGETING.ORG 


California. A solidarity economy 
is a system in which everyone has 
their needs met in a way that does 
not exploit anyone or harm the en- 
vironment. It is an economy that 
embodies the values of economic 
and social justice, diversity, co- 
operation, self-management, and 
ecological sustainability. 

Cooperation Humboldt’ proj- 
ect-based work is grounded in 
regenerative economic principles 
that incorporate a strategic ap- 
proach to resource development. 

In addition to a focus on 
achievable outcomes, they work 
toward building programs that 
create community ownership and 
are transferable to the commons. 
Their projects are created by and 
for the people they serve. All of 
their program areas and projects 
are oriented toward collaborative, 
intercultural, and interorganiza- 
tional co-leadership. 

CH is a recognized regional 
leader in regenerative econom- 
ic development. Through their 
Worker Owned Humboldt proj- 
ect, CH helps to develop work- 
er-owned businesses in collab- 
oration with our regional Small 
Business Development Center. 

All of their work centers 
around creating a more resilient 
local community. They imagine 
and implement solutions to mod- 
ern problems that are rooted in 
principles of deep democracy, 
environmental restoration, deep 
community grounding, and place- 
based healing. CH programs im- 
prove access to food, housing, 


quality employment, cultural con- 
nection, and more. 

CUNA, Comunidad Unida del 
Norte de Arcata/Community Unit- 
ed of North Arcata, is a Cooper- 
ation Humboldt project working 
on developing the North Arcata 
community around Valley West by 
deepening democracy, uplifting the 
Latinx community, and building 
community resilience in the face of 
climate change. Watch for future 
CUNA Carlson Park and other Val- 
ley West community events. 

Cleanup times 

Come join CUNA’s Commu- 
nity Trash Cleanup partnership 
with the City of Arcata’s Adopt-a- 
Park program at Carlson Park 
on the second to last Sunday of 
the month from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Supplies will be provided (trash 
“grabbers,” buckets, garbage bags, 
gloves and PPE). Our next com- 
munity clean up will be Sunday, 
Feb. 20 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
Valley West’s Carlson Park, off of 
Giuntoli Lane. 

And don’t forget the upcoming 
City of Arcata Clean the Sidewalk 
Day in Valley West, Sunday, Feb. 
6 from 9 to 11 a.m. (More details 
next week.) 

Hope to see you there! 

But wait, there’s more 

For more information on the 
Valley West Participatory Budget 
Process contact Morgan March 
at woh.morgan@gmail.com or 
(707) 702-3725, Oscar Mogollon 
at oscar.g.mogollon@gmail.com 
or Kimberley White at kaw2@ 
humboldt.edu. 


Welcome | Come to Arcata for an education, stay for the nature, 


the people, the food, the music... 


“+ FROM PAGE 1 

Besides its natural beauty, Arcata’s people are its great- 
est resource. You will find the people here to be friendly 
and welcoming. It is not uncommon to wait in line a little 
bit longer because the person in front of you is catching up 
with the cashier or to find yourself at a four-way intersec- 
tion waiting for someone to finally make a move. 

People tend to smile and say hello as they pass each oth- 
er on the sidewalk, and you might just find a stranger start- 
ing a random conversation with you. 

Things Arcata people do 

You will find that there are many ways to get involved in 
your community. 

1. City Government: Work part-time, join a citizen com- 
mittee, participate in a community clean-up event, attend 
a City Council meeting, run for City Council! Visit the city 
website for current opportunities: cityofarcata.org 

2. Outdoor Adventures: Walk, run or bike the Arcata 


Community Forest. Explore Mad River Beach (the water 
is cold). Take a walk or watch the sunset at one of Arcata’s 
favorite destinations, the Arcata Marsh & Wildlife Sanctu- 
ary, also home to our wastewater treatment plant (I did tell 
you we were quirky...). Enjoy one of Arcata’s many parks, 
relax on the Plaza, and so much more. These are only some 
of Arcata’s outdoor treasures and there are many others in 
the surrounding communities. 

3. Food: We have great food here in Arcata! I’m not going 
to list all our wonderful restaurants, because I’m sure to for- 
get one (and being the mayor, that wouldn’t look too good...) 
but ask around. People will be glad to list their favorite eat- 
eries. Those are also great places to find employment. 

4. Community Events: Again, we have so many of these. 
Saturday Farmers’ Market on the Plaza, Arts Arcata, The 
Kinetic Sculpture Race and HSU sporting events. If you’re 
here in the summer be sure to check out our annual Oyster 
Festival and beloved Crabs baseball team. 


5. Nightlife: ’'m going to be honest; we don’t have the 
same offerings as more metropolitan areas do and this can 
be an adjustment for some, but there is usually something 
going on. On any given evening within walking distance 
of each other you can watch a movie, shoot pool, listen to 
live music or throw an axe (not just randomly... we have an 
actual place to do that). 

Immerse yourself in Arcata 

Ultimately, your experience here in Arcata at HSU will 
be what you make it. My advice is to be open to new ex- 
periences, find a good friend group, work to find balance 
in your school-work-social life and please don’t hesitate to 
reach out if you need help. 

You can reach me at satkinssalazar@cityofarcata.org 
or on the phone at (707) 496-4779. We want you to be suc- 
cessful and have an amazing experience in Arcata. Maybe 
you will follow the lead of so many that have come before 
you and decide to make this your new permanent home! 
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A town with more culture than there are grains of sand at Luffenholtz 


lhe 56th Annual Trinidad to 

| Clam Beach Run Honoring 

Ford Hess is set to begin on 

Saturday, Jan. 29 at 12:30 p.m. 

near Saunders Park off Patrick’s 
Point Drive. 

The 5 3/4 mile run (no three- 
mile nor eight and three-quarter 
mile events this year) will fol- 
low Scenic Drive for three miles, 
turning down the hill to Moon- 
stone Beach near Moonstone Grill 
and then crossing Little River 
and ending on Clam Beach near 
Strawberry Creek. 

There will be a party on the 
beach afterward to celebrate ath- 
letic success. A hot bowl of chili, 
music and a bonfire will greet reg- 
istered runners. 

You can still register, at a cost 
of $30, at exploretrinidadca. 
com/tcbr although it is too late to 
order a T-shirt. 

Registered runners can pick 
up racing packets at the Jogg’n 
Shoppe, 1090 G St., Arcata on Fri- 
day, Jan. 28. On Race Day, run- 
ners can pick up packets at Trin- 
idad Town Hall between 9 a.m. 
and noon. 

Street parking is available in 
Trinidad along with overflow 
parking in the grassy area be- 


hind Murphy’s Market. Parking 
at Clam Beach is limited, so car- 
pooling is advised. There will be 
a shuttle service for runners who 
need transport from South Clam 
Beach parking lot back to Town 
Hall. 

Masks required on the shuttle 
bus and will be provided if need- 
ed. This is a Greater Trinidad 
Chamber of Commerce 
event. For inquiries, 
email the race director at 
trinidadtoclambeach@ 
gmail.com. 

Trinidad Art Gallery 
new winter hours 
Trinidad Art Gallery, 

corner of Trinity and 
Parker streets, is cele- 
brating the variety and 
depth of its cooperative members. 
Annie Reid and Howdy Emerson’s 
landscape and seascape oils are 
on view along with Mara Fried- 
man’s sacred feminine imagery in 
acrylics. 

Maureen McGarry’s watercol- 
ors of nature and Amanita Molli- 
er’s silk paintings are featured. 

The photography of Jim Lowry 
with its classical style with mod- 
ern digital elements, Alan Liles’ 
representational landscapes and 


“TRINIDAD 


TIDINGS 


Patti Fleschner 


Matthew Dodge’s sculpted pho- 
tographs, which begin with a 
photograph but are transformed 
into patterns with color applied 
by hand using inks, dyes, pencils, 
pastels, oils, acrylics and water- 
colors, all are on exhibit. 

Four of Humboldt County’s 
ceramic artist works are on view, 
including Elaine Y. Shore’s utili- 
tarian pottery bowls, 
platters, mugs and 
more, all  decorat- 
ed by hand, Loryn 
White’s decorative 
works using porcelain 
slip range from hand 
built to wheel thrown, 
Diane Sonderegger’s 
whimsical, humorous 
anthropomorphic ani- 
mal sculptures, and Laura Rose’s 
Raku ceramics, inspired by the 
cave art of France and Spain and 
the rock art of Africa. 

The animal kingdom is well 
represented by Donvieve’s masks 
made from sculpted leather and 
Eleanor Seeley’s fabric “Wooly 
Ones.” Other 3-D artists included 
in the gallery are Sarah Magnuson 
with her fantasy hanging copper 
sculptures and Oceana Madrone’s 
dolls with their own poems/sto- 


ries, quilt work and beading. 

Drew Forsell is a gallery jewel- 
er. He uses unusual crystals and 
silver to create elegant necklaces 
and earrings. 

The gallery's two woodwork- 
ers are Tom Kingshill, showing 
his one-of-a-kind bowls using 
redwood burls, while Kurt Hell- 
mich makes an array of utilitari- 
an woodworks including cutting 
boards, cribbage boards, decorate 
boxes and more. 

Two gallery artists work with 
glass. Colleen Clifford creates 
stained glass, which fills the gal- 
lerys windows and Matthew 
Gagliardi displays his blown glass 
pieces from utilitarian to the rare. 

The music of harpist Howdy 
Emerson and the songs of guitar- 
ist JD Jeffries can be heard at gal- 
lery openings. 

John Wesa’s serigraphy of 
iconic Humboldt County images, 
Patricia Sundgren Smith’s nature 
prints with hand-drawn images, 
and Patty Demant’s all-natural el- 
ements printed on her scarves are 
featured print artists. 

Winter hours for Trinidad Art 
Gallery are 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. every 
day of the week. For more infor- 
mation go to trinidadgallery.com 


or call (707) 677-3770. Coronavi- 
rus precautions in place. 

New collection at museum 

A wonderful new collection of 
baskets and objects has come to 
Trinidad Museum. Among the col- 
lection are Shoshini Gensaw-Hos- 
tler’s medicine woman dress and 
mink hair ties along with James 
Gensaw’s exquisitely engraved eel 
hook. Ron Johnson and Alexan- 
dra Cox curated the exhibit. 

A new fungi and mushroom 
exhibit curated by Jim Webb and 
Ginny Waters is on view in the 
Natural History Room. Trinidad 
Saw-milling and Trinidad Trains 
and Timber are featured in the 
Heritage Room and the Photogra- 
phy Rooms, along with many won- 
derful objects from the museum’s 
permanent collections. Mary Spi- 
nas Kline, Scott Baker and Alexan- 
dra Cox assisted with curation. 

Winter hours at Trinidad Mu- 
seum are Thursday through Sun- 
day from 12:30 to 4 p.m. Volun- 
teer docents welcome visitors. 
Coronavirus protocols in place. 
Call (707) 677-3816 for informa- 
tion. 


Email Patti at baycity@sonic. 
net. 


Severe bust at gas 
station in McKinleyville 


HumBo.pt County SHERIFF’S OFFICE 


McKINLEYVILLE — On Friday, Jan. 14 at about 11:48 


HumBo.pt County 
Druc Task Force 


the vehicle. 


Agents advised both sus- 


Another gas station, another fentanyl festival plus a 
sudden plot twist featuring a foolish further felony 


S\N 


a.m., Humboldt County Sheriffs deputies on patrol in 
the McKinleyville area observed an individual wanted 
on multiple warrant charges at a gas station on the 1600 
block of Central Avenue. 

Deputies contacted the individual, 
36-year-old Kaleb Cory Severe, who 
was in possession of a vehicle and util- 
ity trailer carrying a side-by-side ATV. 

Severe was taken into custody on 
his warrants. During an inventory 
search prior to towing the vehicle and 
trailer, deputies located two firearms 


EUREKA - Since early 
January 2022 the Hum- 
boldt County Drug Task 
Force (HCDTF) 
had been investi- 
gating Amy Spin- 
dler, 45, for fen- 
tanyl sales. 

As a result of 
their investigation 
agents received a 
search warrant for 


Kaleb Cory 


and ammunition. Deputies learned Spindler. 
Severe that the ATV had been reported sto- On Jan. 20, 
len out of the Blue Lake area. 2022 HCDTF 
Severe was booked into the Humboldt County Correc- agents contacted 
tional Facility on charges of possession of stolen property, Spindler outside 


of her vehicle at 
a gas station in 
the 2800 block of 
Broadway in Eu- 
reka. Spindler and 
her passenger, 
Rebecca Chapa, 37, Eure- 
ka, were detained without 


convicted felon in possession of a firearm and person pro- 
hibited in possession of ammunition, in addition to war- 
rant charges of vehicle theft, grand theft and trespassing. 


Ciggy smoker robs helpful 


Amy Spindler 


Rebecca Chapa 


pects they were under ar- 
rest and advised them that 
if they had drugs hidden 
inside of their 
clothing it would 
be a felony to 
transport it into 
the jail. 

Chapa admit- 
ted to having ad- 
ditional fentan- 
yl inside of her 
shirt and she was 
allowed to re- 
trieve the fentan- 
yl out of her shirt 
and give it to the 
agents. 

Spindler de- 
nied having any 
drugs hidden on 
her person. 

Both suspects 
were transported to the jail 
and booked for the follow- 


tiny baggie industry in business. 
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A FLURRY OF FENTANYL Doing their part to keep the 


HCDTF PHOTO 


stranger in his McK garage 


Houmeotpt County SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
McKINLEYVILLE - 
The Humboldt County 
Sheriffs Office is seeking 
information regarding a 
robbery in McKinleyville. 
On Friday, Jan. 14 at 
about 11:49 a.m., HCSO 
deputies were dispatched 
to the 2000 block of 
McKinleyville Avenue for 
the report of a robbery. 
According to the male 
victim, an unknown male 
suspect approached the 
victim outside his home 
and asked for a cigarette. 
When the victim went 
inside his garage to re- 
trieve a cigarette, the sus- 
pect reportedly followed 
the victim into the garage 
and assaulted him with a 
sharp object, demanding 


keys to the victim’s vehicle. 

After a brief struggle, the 
suspect fled the residence 
with some of the victim’s 
personal belongings, in- 
cluding the victim’s wallet 
and a large amount of cash. 
The victim sustained minor 
injuries during the assault. 

The suspect is described 
as a white male, thin to 
medium build, with brown 
hair, wearing a dark-col- 
ored baggy shirt, blue 
jeans and a gray/dark col- 
ored flat-bill baseball hat. 

This case is still under 
investigation. Anyone with 
information about this 
case is encouraged to call 
the HCSO at (707) 445- 
7251 or the Sheriff's Office 
Crime Tip line at (707) 
268-2539. 


incident. 

Agents served the search 
warrant and located multi- 
ple packages and contain- 
ers of fentanyl and Xanax 
as well as cutting agents in 


ing charges: 

* Possession of fentanyl 
for sale 

e Possession of con- 
trolled substances for sale 

During the jail booking 


Spindler was found to have 
fentanyl hidden inside of 
her shirt. 

Spindler added a felony 
charge for the following: 

¢ Bringing drugs into a 
jail or prison 


Anyone with informa- 
tion related to this inves- 
tigation or other narcotics 
related crimes are encour- 
aged to call the Humboldt 
County Drug Task Force at 


(707) 267-9976. 


On further reflection, do try to be visible at night 


City oF ARCATA 

ARCATA — The Transportation 
Safety Committee reminds the com- 
munity that it is the law to wear or 
carry lights and reflectors at night 
and in the early morning when 
walking or biking. 

Lights and reflectors provide vis- 
ibility when it is dark, which lowers 
the rate of nighttime collisions of 
pedestrians by motor vehicles. 

Motorists can spot a pedestri- 
an from approximately 500 feet 
away when light reflectors are used, 


which allows drivers a 10-second 
cushion to slow down and ensure 
they can safely pass pedestrians and 
bicyclists. 

Here are some additional tips for 
walking or biking after dark: 

e Wear light colors, and avoid 
wearing dark clothing. Pedestrians 
should wear light-colored clothing 
to help enhance their visibility to 
motorists from dusk to dawn. Wear- 
ing light reflectors in combination 
with light-colored clothing is rec- 
ommended. 


Moral asymmetry dissolves in peppery fog of battle 


e Friday, January 7 10:07 a.m. A vehicle 
camper, slob variety, expelled trash into the 
parking lot of an O Street parking lot. Hilar- 
ity didn’t ensue, but a move-along 
warning did. 

11:06 a.m. Tensions at the re- 
mote O Street parking lot boiled 
over with an argument and two 
people claiming the other had 
pepper-sprayed them, any right/ 
wrong moral asymmetry lost in 
the noise of mutual aggression 
and he-said, she-said-istic ambi- 
guity. The truth is out there — in 
the festering fever swamps of O Street. 

1:43 p.m. An electric scooter left under 
some stairs on H Street is but an elec- 
tron-rich memory to its owner. 

e Sunday, January 9 12:03 a.m. After 
making a diversionary fuss about wearing 
a face mask, of all things, in a Plaza liquor 
store, The major maskhole du jour grabbed 
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Kevin L. Hoover 


a bottle of alcohol and stormed out to go 
guzzle his way through the night. 

8:30 p.m. When a Valley West pizza worker 
refused to serve an impudent pa- 
tron, the thwarted customer flung 
his fearsome 5-gram debit card at 
the employee. Some shoving and 
choking more suitable to a dispute 
over pineapple inclusion then en- 
sued, as the de-pizza’d patron 
was ejected from the business. He 
came back with 20 or so homies, 
who briefly occupied the pizzeria 
in tepid solidarity, but they fled at 
the imminent arrival of police. 

9:32 p.m. Officials at a 13th Street super- 
market watched a TV show whose lead ac- 
tress’s performance was so poor they wanted 
police to deal with her. She, a green-haired 
woman in a red face mask, was observed on 
security video secreting merchandise in her 
purse. Cops came and told her to leave this 


place and never-ever come back. 

e Monday, January 10 4:12 p.m. The 
owner of a fancy “State” brand bike with 
lights on the wheels and a whimsical can 
opener on the frame thought his $1,000 
bicycle would be safe left unlocked near a 
remote city park known as “the Plaza.” But 
reality didn’t meet expectations. 

2:41 p.m. A woman scattered some notes 
around at unknown location(s) saying that if 
the messages were found, that she is “missing.” 
But she was found alive and well in San Diego. 
4:45 p.m. A grungy white Subaru with ex- 
pired registration, various recreational hoop- 
la attached and a red brassiere dangling from 
a bike carrier not far from the dual bumper 
stickers that both read, “I CHOOSE MY OWN 
POISON. NO GOV'T VACCINATION ¥ ¥ ¥ 
¥¥¥¥ 9" released two symbolically leashed 
dogs to run loose in Sunny Brae Park, as part 
of the owner’s highly consistent continuum 
of I-don’t-care approach to public safety. 


e Make no exceptions. Many pe- 
destrians and cyclists assume street 
lights are enough to be seen by driv- 
ers, and this is not the case. Lights 
and reflectors are always the safest 
bet to remain visible. 

e Always walk on the sidewalk. 
If there is no sidewalk, walk facing 
traffic. 

e Do not assume vehicles will 
stop. Make eye contact with drivers 
before crossing the street. 

e Wear a helmet, use a bicycle 
lamp and strategically place reflec- 
tors to be seen at night on your bike. 

Bicyclists should use a front lamp 
emitting a white light visible from a 
distance of 300 feet, a rear red re- 
flector or a solid or flashing red light 
with a built-in reflector visible from 
a distance of 500 feet, and a white or 
yellow reflector on each pedal or on 
the bicyclist’s shoes or ankles visible 
from a distance of 200 feet. 

A white or yellow reflector on the 
front wheel, a white or red reflector 
on the rear wheel, and reflectorized 
tires are also recommended. 

e Be proactive. Pedestrians and 
cyclists should always plan ahead in 
case they find themselves out past 
nightfall with plans to walk or bike 
home. 

Always pack lights and reflectors 
in a bag and take them with you in 
order to travel home safely. 

For additional information on pe- 
destrian and bicycle safety, contact 
the Building & Engineering Depart- 
ment at (707) 825-2128. 
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OPINION 


“* Sign your letter to the Mad River 
Union with a real name and 
city of origin, plus a phone number 


(which won't be published) for iden- 
tity verification&send it to opinion@ 


What happened with The Village brought us to where we are now 


The Village was approved 
by the Arcata City Council 


I read your article on the HSU Crafts- 
mans Mall housing plan, where you stated 
that a “downsized version of the Village 
died on a tied City Council vote in 2019.” 

I thought NO! we (the City Council in 
2019) passed the Village project 4-0, with 
Michael rescinding himself. I went back to 
check, in the trusty annals of minutes kept 
by Bridgit Dory of the City of Arcata, and 
on June 5, 2019 it says: 

“By General Consensus, the Council 
gave its approval to move forward with the 
project as it was currently presented as far 
as the number of units, type of units, per- 
centage split, etc., as laid out by the Council 
in April 2019.” 

We were unanimous in the vote! 

Just keeping the record straight. 

Susan Ornelas 

Former Arcata City Council and Mayor 


Note: The tied council vote which re- 
jected The Village did take place in 2018, 
not 2019. And the council did take a straw 


“* LETTERS 


vote to move forward with The Village the 
night of June 5, 2019. But that approval 
was only conceptual, and not on a finished 
project. The June 5 meeting’s staff report 
on the matter states: 

“The Council cannot take action on the 
project until the Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) review is complete. This item 
is to provide the Council the opportunity 
to review the project approval documents 
and the current project. Staff will incorpo- 
rate Council direction in a future meeting 
to consider certification of the EIR and fi- 
nal approval of the project.” 

The Village EIR was unusable on June 
5, having been prepared by a firm hired 
by project applicants Coleraine Capital/ 
AMCAL Equities LLC. The Land Use Code 
requires an independently prepared EIR, 
so a CEQA specialist was set to be hired at 
the expense of the applicant to perform an 
analysis of the EIR, to verify its objectivity. 

The council also asked for more 
changes to the project’s housing makeup, 


requiring still another redesign. 

But The Village was never to return 
to the council for final approval, and the 
CEQA consultant was never hired. 

After 17 or more city meetings over a 
two-year period, with hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars spent on multiple designs 
to satisfy shifting council direction, and 
despite reminders from city staff, the appli- 
cants may have had the Sunk Cost Fallacy 
in mind as they refrained from any fol- 
low-up over the remaining six-plus months 
of 2019, and the project went dormant. 

Finally, in May 2020, the developer 
confirmed that The Village project was no 
more. That left the council’s 2018 rejection 
as the final vote on a complete project. 

But that’s all moot, since the Craftsman 
Mall property is now in state hands and 
its new, 800-student housing development 
(using council-rejected plans for The Vil- 
lage as a design reference) is exempt from 
city regulations. — Ed. 


The origins of evil 


There are many different belief systems 
regarding the origins of evil. Perhaps each one 


has a fragment of truth. “Those who forget his- 
tory are doomed to repeat it.” is certainly an 
accurate statement. Most have forgotten that 
a million people died in 1840s Ireland, when 
laissez faire capitalism demanded the contin- 
ued payment of land rents through the export 
sale of food grown on it even after the potato 
crop Irish farmers lived off was blighted. 

Now one million children in Afghanistan 
are malnourished, starving, and freezing be- 
cause Afghan assets are frozen in the World 
Bank, not released to NGOs, hospitals, U.N. 
relief agencies, schools and civil servants to 
keep the country running and recovering 
least the Taliban receive any of it. 

Funds released can go directly to the 
above named institutions to be used ef- 
fectively to save the people. They do not 
have to go to the Taliban that denies 
equal rights to women, nor should they. 

The U.S. froze $7 billion of Afghan 
Central Bank’s near $10 billion in assets 
held by the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York. If this money is not released it is ex- 
pected that this winter more will die than 
died in 20 years of war. 

Margo Gross 
Arcata 


Current plans and projects exemplify classic Arcata values 


s mentioned in last week’s 
At: the Craftsman Mall 
tudent housing project 
is currently out to bid, awaiting 
approval. Given that HSU has 
the money and the expertise to 
undertake a big project, and giv- 
en their track record in new con- 
struction with the recent College 
Creek apartments on campus, 
along with the superb signage 
that has sprung up at 
significant intersec- 
tions in the same style, 
providing the campus 
a uniform identity that 
it never had and bad- 
ly needed, I, for one, 
expect that HSU will 
do a great job turning 
a dystopian junkyard 
of broken and rusting 
metal sheds and beat 
up equipment scattered 
about the 11 acre site of 
muddy disarray at the 
end of St. Louis Road 
into a fine, 800 person 
habitation for 21st Cen- 
tury HSU students. 
And then there is Arcata’s big- 
gest and boldest idea for future 
growth, the Gateway Area Plan 
now undergoing review by the 
Community Development De- 
partment which is inviting public 
comment over the next several 
months. This development will 
entail zones for housing, apart- 
ments, single family residences, 
new businesses, renovations of 
existing structures, bike lanes 
and parks, traffic redirections 
and general beautification of the 
landscape. And the big question 
for all of us concerned citizens is 
what and where and how much 
and who and why and everything 
else about such a project that will 
impact the identity of our city for 
years to come. 
Then and now 
When I came into Arcata way 
back in 1970, there was a short- 
age of housing then too. There 
were city lots with no houses on 
them and yet Caltrans was busy 
removing several houses in the 
way for new onramps, bridges 
and the other freeway installa- 
tions. A guy I was working for 
at the time, Bill Carpenter, kept 
telling me to go down there and 
buy one of those Craftsman hous- 
es up on blocks that Caltrans was 
selling for $100 just to get it out 
of the way. He told me go find a 
bank and get a loan to move the 
house, put a down payment on 
one of the empty lots in town, 
transport the perfectly good 
house onto its new foundation — 
made by me — give $5000 to the 
mover from Redding, and then 
finance the whole thing with the 


Daniel Duncan 


Second of two parts 


same bank that lent me the mon- 
ey for the mover. I could have my 
own house for less than $10,000. 
What sane person could turn 
down such an opportunity? 

Me for one, for I was happily 
at work building Bill’s garage. 
At the time, I was installing new 
old growth 1 by 12 redwood sid- 
ing, to be mitred at the corners 
of the building, which required 
the utmost patience, a 
steady hand, and every 
bit of my skill to per- 
form correctly with my 
old sidewinder pow- 
er saw turned at a 45. 
When the joint came 
true, that is, with no 
gaps, I couldn’t feel any 
prouder of myself than 
if i were a 19th century 
carpenter reborn in the 
modern period. I told 
Bill — a man I deeply 
respected as I tended to 
feel towards every Arca- 
ta elder I met who had 
nothing but good sense 
about life to offer me — to leave 
me alone with his schemes for 
a quick buck. I liked what I had 
(at the time, a small house down 
Elk River Road on an acre that 
had flooded which the desper- 
ate owner turned over to us for 
$1,000 down and a $9,000 total 
sale price.) And besides that, I 
had by then also enrolled myself 
into the university, having fallen 
in love with a philosophy profes- 
sor named Dr. Howe, and I was 
too absorbed figuring out Plato’s 
Ideas to want to distract myself 


i 


DEMOCRACY IN ACTION As city staff discussed the Gateway Area 


GATEWAY GUY The author, Daniel Duncan, at Saturday’s Gateway 


Area Plan Open House at the Arcata Community Center. KLH | Union 


I have learned. The character of 
a town is defined partly by its 
streets and buildings, and partly 
by the people who inhabit those 
streets and buildings in the pres- 
ent, whether these people made 
the environment they live in or 
didn’t. For if philosophy taught 
me anything in college and af- 
ter, it was this: the things of this 
world that we make to surround 
us in our daily lives represent our 
most determinative ideas about 
how to live life well. They are not 
just bricks in a wall with doors 
and windows of a certain mate- 
rial and design, but they are the 
very shapes that we think are ap- 
propriate for the particular func- 
tion because they serve both our 
beliefs and tastes as well as facil- 
itate the most intimate ways that 
we move in the world. We want 


Plan inside the Community Center Saturday, some of the plan's 
skeptics tabled outside the entrance. This kind of creative tension 


also marked the great land use battles of the 1970s. 


with some mundane enterprise 
like moving a big house, even if 
I could get the whole damn thing 
for a hundred bucks. 

There are some things, like 
feelings, that you can’t force. You 
can’t legislate attitudes either, 


KLH | UNion 


our physical surroundings to be 
beautiful, if at all possible, but to 
at least to be meaningful. When 
there is something out there that 
doesn’t fit, for example, the stat- 
ue of President McKinley that 
had stood in the middle of the 


Plaza for decades and no longer 
represented the values of the 
modern Arcata temperament, it 
was time to remove it, to clear the 
space for the next thing. 
‘Making the Past Live Again’ 

But, as I said, you can’t legis- 
late attitudes. And I know some of 
you may think I am a bit of a hip- 
pie/carpenter snob for my point 
of view. But I have no regrets to- 
day about my youthful preoccu- 
pation with philosophy. True, I 
didn’t get a practically free Crafts- 
man house, but I ended up with 
Bill’s friendship, which meant 
more then than some house, and 
still does now thinking about him 
and who he was. He offered me a 
window into Arcata’s soul that I 
kept finding in the old millwork- 
ers, loggers, truck drivers, heavy 
equipment mechanics, sawyers, 
timber cruisers, merchants, the 
shoe repair man, the bartender 
on the Plaza. They were all men 
like Don of Don’s Donuts, plain 
speaking, generous, communi- 
ty minded. They knew how to do 
things. They had built Arcata. The 
houses of many of them might not 
be fancy, but they had integrity 
and style and were built to last. 

This is the kind of thing we 
should keep in mind when we 
ask ourselves what we love about 
the place where we live and how 
we want it to grow. What makes 
it good? What about it do we 
want to keep? What values from 
the past do we want to preserve? 
Times change and people are go- 
ing to have different tastes in dif- 
ferent eras. I personally am not 
afraid of new ideas or new home 
designs. I like novelty and vari- 
ety. But I want the new to fit with 
the old. 

During my career as a builder 
in Arcata, my business was called 
Small World Construction. The 
world was small then — when 
you got to know it — and it still is 
in my opinion, even smaller now. 


My company built new houses 
and restored old ones. Eventual- 
ly I settled on doing restorations. 
One of my tag lines was “Making 
the Past Live Again” because a lot 
of the old houses that came my 
way had been neglected by their 
owners who had fallen on hard 
times or they were simply under 
appreciated. By “living again” I 
meant living in the now, in the 
present, because if a house was 
well-built, it could serve the pres- 
ent again; a well-made building 
lasts longer than one generation. 

Clearly, we here in the North 
Coast have been given our march- 
ing orders by the Powers That Be 
in Sacramento. Our university up 
on the hill, HSU, shall become a 
Polytechnic and the student body 
will increase by 5500 by 2028. The 
Trustees have, provided the Uni- 
versity with $458,000,000 to make 
this happen. As for Arcata, the city 
in which the university exists and 
serves (along with the youth of this 
great state that migrate up here to 
Humboldt) shall be put on notice 
about what is to come: 

Growth, major population 
growth, is coming, like it or not. 

Yes In My Back Yard 

The City of Arcata will need to 
grow faster than it has ever had 
to, except during the gold rush. 
The days of one percent per an- 
num population increase are 
over. Lots of new dwellings are 
going to be needed and sooner 
rather than later. Certainly the 
surrounding cities will have to 
do their part to provide hous- 
ing for the HSU expansion. My 
personal preference to accom- 
modate some of the growth is by 
infill. And I don’t mean by that 
filling up every available space 
with blocky apartments. Given 
a recent change in the building 
code by the State, every parcel 
in California can now have three 
dwellings per residential lot. The 
posture of the state has changed 
from tolerating NIMBY to en- 
couraging YIMBY. Yes In My 
Back Yard, one more living unit 
than before. 

But there are many other pos- 
sibilities and all the citizenry will 
have the opportunity to weigh in 
on the complex issue of grow- 
ing but growing well. Whatever 
course we take, let’s keep in mind 
that it’s a small world out there. 
Yes, and it’s all we've got, so let’s 
be sure to get this thing done 
right. We owe it to ourselves to 
those who come after us. 


End of part 2. Daniel Duncan 
ran Small World Construction in 
Arcata from 1986 through 2007. 
Contact him at dduncan362@ 
gmail.com. 
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“* LUTHERAN CHURCH OF ARCATA 


Brass, woodwinds & viola at Jan. 30 concert 


Franklin Stover 
SPECIAL TO THE UNION 

ARCATA -— Starting out 
the year on a positive note, 
the Chamber Players of the 
Redwoods will be perform- 
ing great chamber music at 
the Lutheran Church of Ar- 
cata on Sunday, Jan. 30 at 
2 p.m. 

Featuring works by 
Hindemith, Beethoven, 
Gounod and others, ensem- 
bles include a brass quintet, 
woodwind nonette, and a 
viola/piano duo. 

The event is free with a 
suggested donation. The 
church is located at 151 
East 16th St. in Arcata. Be- 
cause of health concerns, 
organizers urge concert 
goers to wear masks and 
bring proof of vaccination. 

The program promises 
to display a wide range of 
instrumental textures and 
styles that will be familiar 
to some but refreshingly 
new to others. 

For instance, the North 
Coast Brass Ensemble will 
perform a classic quintet 
that's become a staple of 
brass aficionados but not 
well known to the average 
concert goer. That said, 
Howard Cable's piece A 
Newfoundland Sketch is 
sure to please. Composed 
in 1978 for the famous Ca- 
nadian Brass, it's loose- 
ly based on the familiar 
American folk tune Sweet 
Betsy from Pike. 

Cable, who passed away 
at the age of 95 in 2016, 
was a conductor, compos- 
er, arranger and television 
producer. The Canadian 
Brass nicknamed him “the 
Mozart of Canada.” 

Following the Cable 
piece with another brass 
work, the group serves up 
a jazz-nuanced suite in five 
movements by Zachary 
Smith, a resident of Vir- 
ginia. Written last year, the 
composer states that tri- 
angles and groups of three 
had a part in formulating 
the work, explaining in part 
why he named it Trigo- 
nometry. 

A trumpet player who 
plays Dixieland jazz, Smith 
has ties to the North Coast 
with his 2012 win of the 


CENE 


ny Gaon, Aaron Lopez, bassoons; Virginia Ryder, Susan Sisk, oboes; Gary Lew- 
is, flute. Front row,Don Bicknell, Anwyn Halliday, horns; Gwen Gastineau-Ayoob, 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Kenneth Ayoob, clarinets. 


Humboldt Brass Chamber 
Music Workshop for his 
brass trio. Members of the 
North Coast Brass Ensem- 
ble include: Tom Hyde and 
Chris Cox, trumpet; Ronite 
Gluck, horn; Dan Aldag, 
trombone; and Fred Tem- 
pas, tuba. 

Moving on to something 
completely different, violist 
Sherry McHurd Hanson 
will perform three pieces 
with Jennifer Heidmann, 
pianist. Works include 
Beethoven's Romance in F 
op. 50, Hindemith's Trau- 
ermusik, and a Toccata by 
Glenn C. Jones. Interest- 
ingly, Beethoven played the 
viola, but didn't get around 
to composing any solo 
music for it. We can only 
surmise that he would not 
have objected to hearing 
his Romances played on 
the viola. Joseph Vieland, a 
virtuoso violist performing 
with the Chicago Sympho- 
ny arranged Beethoven's 
Romances in the 1950s 
thus legitimizing the prac- 
tice of performing these 
works on viola. 

Paul Hindemith's Trau- 
ermusik (funeral music) is 
a product of 1936 and dedi- 
cated to the memory of King 
George V. It was composed 
in one day, performed the 
same evening, and broad- 
cast over the BBC. 

Just two days later, the 
composer, a viola player, 
premiered his own viola 


BRASS ENSEMBLE Members of the North Coast Brass 
Ensemble include Dan Aldag, trombone; Tom Hyde, 
trumpet; Chris Cox, trumpet; Ronite Gluck, horn; and 


Fred Tempas, tuba. Susmittep pHoto 


concerto in London. 

The work is in four short 
movements and contains 
several interesting musical 
quotes from Bach, Mahler 
and Hindemith himself. 

Last on the program is a 
scrumptious nonnette for 
woodwinds by Frenchman 
Charles Gounod (1818- 
1893) called The Petite 
Symphonie. Written at the 
request of Paul Taffanel, 
professor of flute at the 
Paris Conservatory and 
leader of the Société de mu- 
sique pour instruments a 
vent, it premiered in Paris 
in April of 1885. Scored for 
one flute, the oboes, clar- 
inets, horns and bassoons 
are all paired. 

Gounod's 


little sym- 


phony for winds is ele- 
gant, sweet, and embodies 
the best characteristics in 
chamber music. The first 
Movement is a slow in- 
troduction followed by an 
Allegretto in sonata form. 
The second movement fea- 
tures the added flute part. 
The scherzo that follows is 
based on a hunting theme, 
with a lively finale in the 
fourth movement to end 
the symphony. 

Musicians include: Gary 
Lewis, flute; Virginia Ry- 
der and Susan Sisk, oboes; 
Gwen Gastineau-Ayoob 
and Kenneth Ayoob, clari- 
nets; Don Bicknell and An- 
wyn Halliday, horns; and 
Danny Gaon, Aaron Lopez, 
bassoons. 


Noise Off! comes to the stage at Ferndale Rep 
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FERNDALE - The Fern- 
dale Repertory Theatre 
returns to the stage this 
weekend with a laugh-out- 
loud comedy Noises Off! 

The show will be at 8 
p.m. on Fridays and Sat- 
urdays, and 2 p.m. on Sun- 
days, from Jan. 28 to Feb. 


Call or email to order: 


(707) 825- 9417 
sales@kinetic-koffee.com 


Deliveries: 


BA M|T|THIF 


Order by noon for next day delivery 
in Eureka, Arcata, Mck & Blue Lake 
on 5 |b bags or purchases over $40. 


ENGAGE «+ EDUCATE » EXCITE 


FERNDALE 
REPERTORY 
THEATRE 


20. 

Tickets can be purchased 
online at arts-people.com/ 
index.php ?show=128668 
or you can call the box of- 


fice at (707) 786-5483. 

Please note that proof of 
vaccination and masks are 
required to attend. 

In Noises Off! is written 
by Michael Frayn. An email 
from the Ferndale Rep de- 
scribes the plot: “Lloyd 
Davis is an ambitious di- 
rector, and his troupe of 
mediocre actors blun- 
der from a bad dress re- 
hearsal to a spectacularly 
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disastrous performance 
in Noises Off. The cast 
and crew are desperately 
putting together an adult 
comedy entitled ‘Nothing 
On,’ and just can’t get the 
production together. This 
three-act play highlights 
every actor’s nightmare 
from behind the scenes, to 
a performance gone terri- 
bly wrong. Made famous 
by the 1992 film, Michael 
Frayn’s Noises Off! became 
a worldwide sensation and 
a classic farce of modern 
times. You won’t want to 
miss the door slamming, 
clothes flying, and _hilar- 
ious switcheroo that will 
have you laughing out 
loud.” 


BECAUSE | GOT HIGH 
Afroman, who bills him- 
self as “The World’s 
Highest Rapper,” will 
perform Thursday, Feb. 
17 at the Arcata Theatre 
Lounge, 1036 G St. in Ar- 
cata. Doors for the all-ag- 
es show open at 7 p.m. 
and with the concert 
beginning at 8 p.m. 
Earlybird tickets are 
$15, presale tickets 
are $20 a day-of- 
the-show tickets are 
$25 and available at 
ArcataTheatre.com. 
Afroman released his 
first album My Fro-losophy in 1998. He scored a major 
hit with the comedic song Because I Got High two years 
later. The song, originally inspired by his unwillingness 
to clean his room, surged in popularity on Napster after 
it was played on The Howard Stern Show. Nominated 
for a Grammy Award for Best Rap Solo Performance, Be- 
cause I Got High was later featured on the soundtracks 
of Jay and Silent Bob Strike Back, The Perfect Score 
and Disturbia. The success landed Afroman a place in 
Cypress Hill’s Smoke Out Festival and a six-album deal 
with Universal Records. He released the Jobe Belles 
Christmas albums and performed at Insane Clown Pos- 
se’s Gathering of the Juggalos. 


Afroman 


Tomorrow's great opera talent 


EurEKA CHAMBER Music SERIES 

ARCATA/EUREKA - Eureka Chamber Music Series 
presents two more concerts during the winter months, 
as they welcome the San Francisco Opera’s Adler Fel- 
lows, showcasing tomorrow’s greatest opera talent 
today; performing their mainstage concert at Calvary 
Lutheran Church, 716 South Ave., Eureka in Eureka on 
Saturday, Jan. 29 at 7:30 p.m., and a Concert + Con- 
versation at the Arcata Playhouse, 1251 Ninth St. in 
Arcata on Sunday, Jan. 30 at noon. 

The Adler Fellowship program is a multi-year per- 
formance-oriented residency for opera’s most prom- 
ising young artists. The program has launched the ca- 
reers of many of the artists performing on SF Opera 
stage and on stages around the world. 

The concert series follows up-to-date COVID guide- 
lines, and proof of vaccination and a booster is re- 
quired in order to attend concerts. 

The Mainstage Concert at the Calvary Lutheran 
Church in Eureka is $40. The Concert + Conversation 
at Arcata Playhouse is $20 general, $10 for students. 

Visit eurekachambermusic.org for more informa- 
tion. 


FIND YOUR _IN- 
NER FAIRY Hum- 
boldt Literacy 
Project presents 
Find Your Inner 
Fairy, a family lit- 
eracy party with 
Shoshanna on 
Thursday, Jan. 27 
from 10 to 11 a.m. 
on Zoom at 869 

2305 1012. Fair- Shoshanna 

ies of all ages are invited to create their own Fairy or 
Elf house while hearing stories and finding out what 
it takes to find your own Fairy path and figure out 
just what kind of magic you can weave in your com- 
munity! Are you a Water Fairy? Spring? Fire? Snow? 
Sparkle? Dragon? Are you a Gardening Fairy? Cook- 
ing? Cleaning? Are you an Engineering Fairy? Space 
Fairy? Animal Fairy? A limited number of free craft 
kits are available to early fairies at the Arcata or 
McKinleyville Library, or at the children’s desk in the 
Eureka Library, starting Friday, Jan. 21, during library 
open hours, noon to 4 p.m., Tuesday through Satur- 
day. You may also scout your home ahead of time for 
items like: a paper plate/bowl/cup, pom poms, fabric 
bits, beads, straws, sparkly jewels, small cardboard 
tubes, foil, pipe cleaners, tiny boxes, ribbons, twisty 
ties, springs, broken jewelry, lids, plastic pieces,and 
anything else that looks like fun! You can use hot glue 
(with help), glue, tape, string, rubber bands, clay, or 
Playdough to connect things! Humboldt’s longtime 
“Community Fairy,” Shoshanna has taught Fairy & 
Elf House making with Girl Scouts, Humboldt County 
Library’s Kids Create program, HCOE Family Maker 
Nights, Fairy Camps, Birthday Parties, and more. She 
is the Kinetic Fairy Princess, Arcata’s Halloween Fairy 
and Snowflake Queen, and loves to encourage creative 
thinking and problem-solving along with appreciation 
of the potential in upcycled treasures kept out of the 
trash. For more information, go to Humboldtliteracy. 
org or Humlib.org, or call (707) 445-3655. 


Students receive 
5% discount on all 
bulk teas and herbs! 


Open 10-5 Mon-Sat and 12-5 Sunday 


On the Plaza Arcata « (707) 822-5296 « www.moonriseherbs.com 


JANUARY 26, 2022 


Map RIvER UNION 


ARCATA MARSH TOUR Friends of the 
Arcata Marsh (FOAM) is sponsoring a 
free tour of the Arcata Marsh & Wildlife 
Sanctuary on Saturday, Jan. 29. Meet 
leader Alex Stillman at 2 p.m. in the lob- 
by of the Interpretive Center on South 
G Street for a 90-minute, rain-or-shine 
walk focusing on marsh history, waste- 
water treatment, and/or ecology. Masks 
are required inside the building; have 
one handy to comply with current Coun- 


ty COVID rules outdoors. For more information, 


call (707) 826-2359. 


GO BIRDING WITH A BIRDING EXPERT Join Red- 
wood Region Audubon Society for a free guided 


Sustainable Futures Speaker Series kicks off Jan. 27 


search she has conducted over the 
last decade on the social accep- 
tance of offshore wind energy, and 
how conceptualizations of “com- 
munity” and a “just” energy tran- 
sition have evolved over that time. 

Bates is a professor of environ- 
mental studies at Colby College in 
Maine, where she researches the 
social acceptance of renewable en- 
ergy systems, including offshore 
wind, utilizing an equity and jus- 
tice framework. 

This year, the federal govern- 
ment expects to award the first 
offshore wind leases on the Pacif- 
ic coast, which will be located in 
the Humboldt Bay region. Bates’ 
expertise with offshore wind de- 
cision-making processes and their 
impacts on marginalized commu- 
nities is very timely for the North 


HumMBOLpt STATE 

HSU — Humboldt State Univer- 
sity’s Sustainable Futures speaker 
series (SFSS) opens on Thursday, 
Jan. 27 at 5:30 p.m. with Jill Lind- 
sey Harrison, author of From the 
Inside Out: The Fight for Envi- 
ronmental Justice within Govern- 


ment Agencies. 


Harrison will present key find- 
ings from her book, which lifts the 
veil on the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency and other en- 
vironmental regulatory agencies 
to offer new insights into why they 
fail to reduce harmful toxins and 
other hazards in our nation’s most 
overburdened 
and vulnerable communities. 

Harrison is a professor at the 
University of Colorado Boulder, 
whose research focuses on envi- 
ronmental justice, environmental 
politics, and immigration politics. 

On Thursday, March 3 at 5:30 
p.m., Alison Bates will share re- 


environmentally 


Coast. 


BRIEFS 


SFSS will close out on April 28 
5:30 p.m. with a presentation by 
Andrea Rodgers on children’s fun- 


field trip at the Arcata Marsh and Wild- 
life Sanctuary on Saturday, Jan. 29 from 
8:30 to 11 a.m. Meet leader Gary Frie- 
drichsen at the end of South I Street 
(Klopp Lake) in Arcata. The cold Janu- 
ary air almost always leads to gorgeous 
and clear views, making birds like sand- 
pipers, pelicans, godwits, curlews, gulls, 
harriers, and ducks even more magnifi- 
cent to watch. Bring your binoculars and 
have a great morning birding. Please vis- 
it rras.org for COVID-19 participation guidelines. 
Let us know you plan to attend by text/messaging 
Ralph Bucher at (707) 499-1247, or email thebook@ 
reninet.com with the walk date and name, email 
and phone number for each participant. 


gagement. 


now. 


org/speakers. 


damental rights, the climate crisis, 
and the call for judicial branch en- 


Rodgers is a senior litigation 
attorney at Our Children’s Trust, 
where she serves as counsel on 
several climate-related lawsuits 
filed by youth plaintiffs, includ- 
ing Juliana v. United States, Aji 
P. v. State of Washington, and 
Reynolds v. State of Florida. Rod- 
gers will explore how children and 
youth have turned to the courts 
to seek protection of their funda- 
mental rights, and where we stand 


The Spring 2022 Sustainable 
Futures speaker series is being 
held online. All events are free and 
open to the public, and live cap- 
tioning is provided for all talks. To 
request additional support, please 
contact schatzenergy@humboldt. 
edu or call (707) 826-4345. Regis- 
ter for all events at schatzcenter. 


FIELDBROOK 
MMUNITYLCLUB 


FABULOUS FIELDBROOK Fieldbrook ea Club held its 
annual installation of officers on Jan. 18. From left are Mary 
Ann Hanson, secretary; John Bracklow, treasurer; Vicki Alton, 
president; Rowetta Miller, executive trustee; Paul Agpawa, vice 
president; Suzan Gupton, executive trustee, and Olivia Strope, 
executive trustee (absent is Elsie George, executive trustee). 
Fieldbrook Community Club (FCC), chartered in 1927 accord- 
ing to Secretary’s records, is a unique group of individuals who 
continue to fight for the use of the Club’s hall for their commu- 
nity. Mr. Place and Mr. Mason of Fieldbrook were the original 
builders of the Clubhouse for the FCC. Club members assisted. 
Club began meeting at the hall in August 1938. Tidbits of histor- 
ical information from secretarial records show FCC began as 
a social group to gather, share their ideas, and work together 
for their community. This included participating in fundraising 
during WWII. The Club provided canning jars for the Orleans 
area to can peaches for military consumption. They also ac- 
quired blankets from Eureka Woolen Mills to use for fundraising. 
In December 1938 Club received a letter from Red Cross re- 
questing a $5 donation. The donation was considered too much 
at the time. It was voted to send $1.Currently, FCC continues the 
work to save their community hall for use by the community. In 
2019 the Club applied to change their 501c7 status to a 501c3 
status as a non-profit corporation. That was granted. Donations 
made to FCC are now tax deductible. A petition is located at 
Fieldbrook Market to be signed by anyone wishing to support 
FCC’s cause. A Resolution for the County Supervisors’ support is 
scheduled to be read at their January 25 meeting. For further 
information go to FCC’s Facebook at Everything Fieldbrook CA. 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


LEGAL NOTICES 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
22-00060 
The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as: 
HIGHGRADE 
DISTRIBUTION 
2210 MCKINLEYVILLE 
AVE. 
MCKINLEYVILLE, CA 
95519 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
FUGATE FALLS INC. 
CA C3965396 
1551 NURSERY WAY, 
STE.A 
MCKINLEYVILLE, CA 
95519 
This business is conducted 

by: ACORPORATION 
S /GINO GRANADOS 
coo 
This statement was filed with 
the Humboldt County Clerk 
on JAN. 21, 2022 
KELLY E. SANDERS 
TN DEPUTY CLERK 
1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/16 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
22-00040 
The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as: 
CASADEDOG 
1184 WINCHESTER AVE. 
MCKINLEYVILLE, CA 
95519 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
RAMIRO I. PALAFOX 
1184 WINCHESTER AVE. 
MCKINLEYVILLE, CA 
95519 
This business is conducted 

by: AN INDIVIDUAL 
S /RAMIRO PALAFOX 
SOLE PROPRIETOR/OWN- 
ER 
This statement was filed with 
the Humboldt County Clerk 
on JAN. 10, 2022 
KELLY E. SANDERS 
TN DEPUTY CLERK 

1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/16 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
22-00042 
The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as: 
CHANGELING 
2124 UNION ST. 
EUREKA, CA 95501 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
CRYSTAL A.THORPE 
2124 UNION ST. 
EUREKA, CA 95501 
This business is conducted 

by: AN INDIVIDUAL 
S$ /CRYSTALTHORPE 
OWNER 
This statement was filed with 
the Humboldt County Clerk 
on JAN. 11, 2022 
KELLY E. SANDERS 
TN DEPUTY CLERK 

1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
22-000432 

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as: 
PUPUSERIA SAN MIGUEL 
1965 ZEHNDER AVE. 
ARCATA, CA 95521 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
GG FOOD SERVICE LLC 
CA 202200510316 
1965 ZEHNDER AVE. 
ARCATA, CA 95521 
This business is conducted 
by: A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY 


S/GINO GRANADOS 
CEO 
This statement was filed with 
the Humboldt County Clerk 
on JAN. 11, 2022 
KELLY E. SANDERS 
SC DEPUTY CLERK 
1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
21-00802 

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as: 
GREENCOAST GIS 
275 MULLEN ROAD 
KNEELAND, CA 95549 
P.O. BOX 4425 
ARCATA, CA 95518 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
THOMAS A. KIRK 
275 MULLEN ROAD 
KNEELAND, CA 95549 
This business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL 
S /THOMAS ARTHUR KIRK 
OWNER 
This statement was filed with 
the Humboldt County Clerk 
on DEC. 20, 2021 
KELLY E. SANDERS 
SC DEPUTY CLERK 
1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
22-00011 

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as: 
ARCATA TUXEDO 
791 8TH STREET STE 4 
ARCATA, CA 95521 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
STEPHANIE L. PFEIFER 
3512 COTTAGE ST. 
EUREKA, CA 95503 
This business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL 
S /STEPHANIE PFEIFER 
OWNER 
This statement was filed with 
the Humboldt County Clerk 
on JAN. 6, 2022 
KELLY E. SANDERS 
SC DEPUTY CLERK 
1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
21-00813 

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as: 
PROVIDENCE 
HUMBOLDT 
HOME INFUSION 
2612 HARRISON AVE. 
EUREKA, CA 95501 
COUNTY OF HUMBOLDT 
ST. JOSEPH HEALTH 
NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA, LLC 
CALIFORNIA 
201630710112 
3345 MICHELSON DR. 
SUITE 100 
IRVINE, CA 92612 
This business is conducted 
by: A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY 
S$ /OLUYEMI ADEYANJU 
SECRETARY 
This statement was filed with 
the Humboldt County Clerk 
on DEC. 29, 2021 
KELLY E. SANDERS 
SC DEPUTY CLERK 
1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 


NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE 
OF 
JASON EVERETT PE- 
TERS 
CASE NO.: PR2200004 


To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent cred- 
itors, and persons who 
may otherwise be interest- 
ed in the will or estate, or 
both, of: 

JASON EVERETT PE- 

TERS 

A Petition for Probate 
has been filed by JAMES 
PETERS in the Superior 
Court of California, County 
of HUMBOLDT. 

The Petition for Probate 
requests that: JAMES PE- 
TERS be appointed as 
personal representative to 
administer the estate of the 
decedent. 

The petition requests 
authority to administer 
the estate under the Inde- 
pendent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This author- 
ity will allow the personal 
representative to take any 
actions without obtaining 
court approval. Before tak- 
ing certain very important 
actions, however, the per- 
sonal representative will be 
required to give notice to 
interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent 
administration authority will 
be granted unless an inter- 
ested person files an ob- 
jection to the petition and 
shows good cause why the 
court should not grant the 
authority. 

A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court as 
follows: 

Date: FEB. 3, 2022 

Time: 1:31 PM 

Dept.: 6 

Address of court: Su- 
perior Court of California, 
County of Humboldt, 825 
Fifth Street, Eureka, CA, 
95501. 

COURT MAY BE 
CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 
DUE TO THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC. PLEASE 
VISIT https:/Awww.hum- 
boldt.courts.ca.gov FOR 
INFORMATION ON HOW 
TO PARTICIPATE IN AN 
ONLINE VIDEO HEAR- 
ING. 

If you object to the 
granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hear- 
ing and state your objec- 
tions or file written objec- 
tions with the court before 
the hearing. Your appear- 
ance may be in person or 
by your attorney. 

If you are a creditor or 
a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to 
the personal representa- 
tive appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) 
four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters 
to a general personal rep- 
resentative, as defined in 
section 58(b) of the Califor- 
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 
days from the date of mail- 
ing or personal delivery to 
you of a notice under sec- 
tion 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other Cal- 
ifornia statutes and legal 
authority may affect your 


rights as a creditor. You 
may want to consult with 
an attorney knowledge- 
able in California law. 
You may examine the 
file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interest- 
ed in the estate, you may 
file with the court a formal 
Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing 
of an inventory and ap- 
praisal of estate assets or 
of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate 
Code section 1250. A Re- 
quest for Special Notice 
form is available from the 
court clerk. 
CHRIS JOHNSON HAM- 
ER 
(SBN 105752) 
STOKES, HAMER, KIRK & 
EADS LLP 
381. BAYSIDE ROAD. 
SUITEA 
ARCATA, CA 95521 
(707) 822-1771 
1/12, 1/18, 1/26 


ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME 
QUINN RACHAEL 
FORD 
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF HUM- 
BOLDT 
CASE NO. CV2101804 
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 
1. Petitioner has filed a 
petition with this court 
for a decree changing 
names as follows: 
Present name: QUIN 
RACHAEL FORD to 
Proposed name: QUIN 
KULLA 
2. THE COURT OR- 
DERS that all persons 
interested in this matter 
appear before this court, 
located at 825 5th Street, 
Eureka, California, at 
the hearing — indicated 
below to show cause, if 
any, why the application 
should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to 
the name changes de- 
scribed above must file 
a written objection that 
includes the reasons for 
the objection at least two 
court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition 
should not be granted. 
If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without 
a hearing. 

Date: FEB. 18, 2022 
Time: 1:45 p.m. 
Dept.: 4 

For information on how 
to appear remotely for 
your hearing, please vis- 
it https:/Avwww.humboldt. 
courts.ca.gov/. 

3. A copy of this Order 
to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once 
a week for four succes- 
sive weeks prior to the 
date set for hearing on 
the petition in the follow- 
ing newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this 


county: Mad River Union. 
Date: DEC. 27, 2021 
Kelly L. Neel 
Judge of the Superior 
Court 

1/12, 1/19, 1/26, 2/2 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
AUCTION 

Notice is hereby giv- 
en that the undersigned 
intends to sell the per- 
sonal property described 
below to enforce a lien 
imposed on said prop- 
erty under the California 
Self-Service Storage 
Facility Act (Bus. Prop. 
Code Ss 21700-21716). 
The undersigned will sell 
at public sale by compet- 
itive bidding on the 3nd 
day of February, 2022 at 
10 a.m. on the premises 
where said property has 
been stored and which is 
currently located at Arca- 
ta Bay Self Storage, 250 
E Street Arcata, CA. Most 
storage units contain 
miscellaneous — personal 
property, clothing, fur- 
nishings and household 
goods. In addition, the 
following units contain: 
Dharmadas Chakravarti 
— Skate Boards, Back- 
packs, Bags, Boxes, 
Canopy, Bikes, Books 
Devdas Chakravarti — 
Electronics, Boxes, Car- 
pet, Toaster, Suite Case, 
Boxes 

The Auctioneer will be 
Kerry Rasmussen, Bond 
#7900364465, phone 
#707-822-0331. Pur- 
chases must be paid for 
at the time of the sale in 
cash only. All purchased 
items sold “as is” and 
must be removed at the 
time of sale. Sale is sub- 
ject to cancellation in the 
settlement between own- 
er and obligated party, 
auctioneer, and Arcata 
Bay Self Storage. 

1/19, 1/26 


ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME 
REBECCA LYNN DIX- 
ON 
(NOW KNOWN AS RE- 
BECCA LYNN WRIGHT) 
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF HUM- 
BOLDT 
CASE NO. CV2200057 
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 
1. Petitioner has filed a 
petition with this court 
for a decree changing 
names as follows: 
Present name: REBEC- 
CA LYNN DIXON to Pro- 
posed name: REBECCA 
LYNN WRIGHT 
2. THE COURT OR- 
DERS that all persons 
interested in this matter 
appear before this court, 
located at 825 5th Street, 
Eureka, California, at 
the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if 
any, why the application 
should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to 


the name changes de- 
scribed above must file 
a written objection that 
includes the reasons for 
the objection at least two 
court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition 
should not be granted. 
If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without 
a hearing. 

Date: MARCH 4, 2022 
Time: 1:45 p.m. 
Dept.: 4 

For information on how 
to appear remotely for 
your hearing, please vis- 
it https:/Avww.humboldt. 
courts.ca.gov/. 

3. A copy of this Order 
to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once 
a week for four succes- 
sive weeks prior to the 
date set for hearing on 
the petition in the follow- 
ing newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this 
county: Mad River Union. 
Date: JAN. 13, 2022 
Kelly L. Neel 
Judge of the Superior 
Court 

1/19, 1/26, 2/2, 2/9 


CITY OF ARCATA 
LEGAL NOTICE 
ADOPTION OF 

ORDINANCE NO. 1555 

| hereby certify that at 
a regular meeting held 
on January 5, 2022, the 
Arcata City Council in- 
troduced Ordinance No. 
1555, summarized be- 
low, An Ordinance of the 
City Council of the City of 
Arcata Amending the Ar- 
cata Municipal Code, Ti- 
tle Il, Chapter 10, to make 
Biennial Consumer Price 
Index Adjustments to 
Campaign Contribution 
Limitations, at which time 
the reading in full thereof 
was waived and approval 
granted for reading the 
ordinance by title only. 

Ordinance No. 1555 
was passed and adopted 
at a regular City Council 
meeting held on Janu- 
ary 19, 2022, by the fol- 
lowing vote: AYES: At- 
kins-Salazar, Goldstein, 
Matthews, Schaefer, 
Watson. NOES: None. 
ABSENT: None. AB- 
STENTIONS: None. 
APPROVED: | Stacy At- 
kins-Salazar, Mayor, City 
of Arcata 

ATTEST: Bridget Dory, 


City Clerk, City of Arcata 
Summary of 
Ordinance No. 1555 

This ordinance increas- 
es the City’s limitation on 
campaign — contributions 
from a single person from 
$210 to $220 for 2022. 

The full text of Ordi- 
nance No. 1555 is avail- 
able for public inspection 
at the office of the City 
Clerk, Arcata City Hall, 
736 F Street, Arcata, Cal- 
ifornia, Monday through 
Friday, between 9:00 
a.m. and 5:00 p.m. The 
ordinance will take effect 
February 18, 2022, BY 
ORDER OF THE CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF ARCATA. Dated: 
January 19, 2022. 

Bridget Dory, City Clerk, 
City of Arcata 

1/26 


ORDER TO SHOW 
CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF 
NAME 
MARREDE SIM 
SUPERIOR COURT OF 
CALIFORNIA 
COUNTY OF HUM- 
BOLDT 
CASE NO. CV2200073 
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 
1. Petitioner has filed a 
petition with this court 
for a decree changing 
names as follows: 
Present name: MARRE- 
DE SIM to Proposed 
name: ROBBYN 
MARREDE SIM 
2. THE COURT OR- 
DERS that all persons 
interested in this matter 
appear before this court, 
located at 825 5th Street, 
Eureka, California, at 
the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if 
any, why the application 
should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to 
the name changes de- 
scribed above must file 
a written objection that 
includes the reasons for 
the objection at least two 
court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition 
should not be granted. 
If no written objection is 
timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without 
a hearing. 

Date: MARCH 4, 2022 
Time: 1:45 p.m. 
Dept.: 4 

For information on how 


¢ FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME 


STATEMENTS 
¢ NAME CHANGES 


¢ PETITION TO ADMINISTER 


ESTATES 
* SUMMONS 


RUN YOUR LEGAL ADS IN THE 


MAD RIVER UNION; 


to appear remotely for 
your hearing, please vis- 
it https:/Avww.humboldt. 
courts.ca.gov/. 
3. A copy of this Order 
to Show Cause shall be 
published at least once 
a week for four succes- 
sive weeks prior to the 
date set for hearing on 
the petition in the follow- 
ing newspaper of general 
circulation, printed in this 
county: Mad River Union. 
Date: JAN. 18, 2022 
Kelly L. Neel 
Judge of the Superior 
Court 

1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/16 


CITY OF ARCATA 
NOTICE TO 
CONSULTANTS 
REQUEST FOR PRO- 
POSALS (RFP) 
FOR 8TH AND 9TH 
STREETS 
IMPROVEMENTS 
PROJECT 
ENGINEERING AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES 
The City of Arcata is 
seeking proposals from 
qualified consultants to 
provide engineering and 
environmental services 
for the Public Engage- 
ment and Environmental 
Documentation phase of 
the 8th and 9th Streets 
Improvements Project 
in Arcata, California. 
The City intends to en- 
ter an agreement with a 
qualified consulting firm 
to complete this initial 
phase of the Project, with 
the option to later enter 
agreements to complete 
the remaining phases of 
the project. The City has 
been awarded funding 
for this Project through 
California Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development's Infill and 
Infrastructure Grant Pro- 

gram. 

Proposals for this work 
will be received at the 
City Manager’s Office, 
736 F Street, Arcata, 
California until 4:00 p.m. 
on Friday, February 18, 
2022. The award for this 
contract is anticipated to 
be made at the Arcata 
City Council’s meeting 
on or after April 20, 2022. 
The Request for Propos- 
als Package for this work 
can be obtained on the 
City’s website, www.city- 
ofarcata.org under “Bids.” 

1/26 
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Caldwell earns MCSD’S 
Community Builder Award 


Map RIver UNION 
McKINLEYVILLE - 
Charlie Caldwell, a long- 
time champion of building 
a skate park in McKin- 
leyville, was recently 
awarded the coveted Com- 
munity Builder Award by 
the McKinleyville Commu- 

nity Services District. 
“The Community Build- 
er Award is an 
award the dis- 


ed the following inter- 
view with Caldwell for the 
award: 

MCSD: How long have 
you (or your business or 
organization) been  in- 
volved with the McKin- 
leyville community? 

Caldwell: 20+ years 


and I think 8 or 9 on the 
PARC. 


MCSD: What 
drives you to 


trict presents to serve in your 
local individuals, community? 
businesses, and Caldwell: 
organizations for Youth and fam- 
their volunteer ilies providing 
service, | spon- recreation and 
sorship, promo- family time gath- 
tion of programs Charlie erings opportu- 
and events, out- Caldwell nities. 


standing service 

in the interest of the dis- 
trict, and for other con- 
tributions significant to 
McKinleyville’s quality of 
life,” stated a staff report 
from MCSD Parks & Rec- 
reation Director Lesley 
Frisbee. “District staff has 
identified Charlie Caldwell 
as a worthy recipient of the 
award for 2021 for his ded- 
ication to serving and sup- 
porting the community.” 

Caldwell has been advo- 
cating for a McKinleyville 
Skate Park for more than 
two decades. He’s helped 
raise money, apply for 
grants and keep the effort 
alive to build a skate park 
in town. 

The MCSD has dedi- 
cated a portion of Pierson 
Park for a skate park and 
is waiting to learn if it ob- 
tains state grant funds to 
pay for the skate park. 

Caldwell has also served 
on the district Park & Rec- 
reation Committee (PARC) 
since April of 2012. He is 
a member of the McKin- 
leyville Chamber of Com- 
merce Board of Directors 
and during the summer 
helps water the hanging 
flower pots on Central Av- 
enue. 

“You will see Charlie 
watering flowerpots along 
Central Ave. in the spring 
and summer, setting up 
skate ramps at Music in 
the Park, Pony Express 
Days Festival and World 
Wide Day of Play, and also 
putting up the Christmas 
Tree of Lights at the Safe- 
way Shopping Center,” 
Frisbee wrote. 

“It has been a great 
pleasure getting to know 
and work with Charlie 
over the last many years,” 
Frisbee wrote. “His effort 
and willingness to support 
projects in service to the 
health and well being of 
the community are testa- 
ment to his role as a Com- 
munity Builder.” 

The MCSD  conduct- 


MCSD: What 
do you appreciate most 
about McKinleyville? 

Caldwell: McKin- 
leyville along with the rest 
of Humboldt, the beauty 
of our communities’ lo- 
cal woods, beaches and 
heart of people who want 
to bring the best of op- 
portunities to enjoy it all. 
A place our kids want to 
stay and be able to make 
a living raise families and 
share in the Love!!! 

MCSD: In your opin- 
ion, what are the key in- 
gredients for creating a 
vibrant, connected and en- 
gaged community? 

Caldwell: All types of 
recreation, art, music, out- 
door, and diverse business 
opportunities. 

MCSD: What do you 
see as the biggest chal- 
lenge facing communities, 
or McKinleyville in partic- 
ular, today? 

Caldwell: Funding the 
heart of the people and 
their hope for our com- 
munities trying our open 
space into usable function- 
al space for visitors and lo- 
cals alike. 

MCSD: What are the 
hopes you hold for the 
community of McKin- 
leyville? Where do you see 
the most opportunity for 
community improvement? 

Caldwell: Skatepark, 
BMX track; community 
forest and the opportuni- 
ties for local growth keep- 
ing those who wants to stay 
in Humboldt that chance. 

MCSD: What are you 
most proud of in terms of 
your service to and within 
the community of McKin- 
leyville? 

Caldwell: I hope to say 
one day the Skatepark 

MCSD: Do you have 
any additional comments 
you would like to add? 

Caldwell: Keep up 
the great work MCSD rec- 
reation people you are 
fantastic and have huge 
hearts. 


The Center at McKinleyville 


County oF HUMBOLDT 

McKINLEYVILLE - 
Construction on The Cen- 
ter at McKinleyville is 
complete and final prepa- 
rations are being made. 

McKinleyville FRC Ex- 
ecutive Director Hillarie 
Beyer said being in close 
proximity to community 
partners will aid in assist- 
ing mutual clients. “Hav- 
ing our agencies in the 
same building will provide 
opportunities for staff to 
work across agencies to 
improve community mem- 
bers’ experiences of all of 
our services.” 

She said the new lo- 
cation also has two con- 
ference rooms, a demon- 
stration kitchen and a 
playground and playrooms 
which will benefit the 
whole community. “In ad- 
dition to improved access 
to services used by many 
members of our commu- 
nity, The Center will be a 
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gathering place for people 
to participate in new pro- 
gramming.” 

The Center is a project 
of McKinleyville Family 
Resource Center (FRC), 
Open Door Community 
Health Centers, Hum- 
boldt State University De- 
partment of Social Work, 
North Coast Regional De- 
partment of Child Support 
Services, Trinidad Ranche- 
ria Tribal Social Services 
and the Humboldt County 
Department of Health & 
Human Services. 

For updates on The 
Center, located at 1615 
Heartwood Drive in 
McKinleyville, visit 
thecenteratmckinleyville. 
com. 
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MCSD EMPLOYEE OF THE 
YEAR Joseph __ Blaine, 
shown holding a plaque, 
was recently selected as 
the 2021 Employee of the 
Year by his fellow employ- 
ees at the MckKinleyville 
Community Services Dis- 
trict. The employee of the 
year is chosen through a 
secret ballot of his peers. 
A report from MCSD Gen- 
eral Manager Patrick Kas- 
pari states “Joseph (Joey) 
is very much appreciated 
and admired by his peers. Throughout the 2021-year, Joey has stepped up in many ways, including taking on 
an IT role to create a smooth Zoom and hybrid experience at Board meetings, learning the Accounts Payable 
process after a change of staffing, and implementing new technology programs at the District, including a 
new 165 phone system that has saved the District thousands each month since its implementation. He is al- 
ways ready to give a helping hand and is patient in teaching new things to other coworkers, especially those 
who may not understand the new technology very well. Joey greets every customer with a smile, and quickly 
learns their name to give a personal touch to each interaction.” Small joins a pantheon of MCSD Employees 
of the Year, a recognition began by the late-Norman Shopay in 2009. Previous awardees are Sharon Denison, 
2009, Tony Rutten, 2010, James Henry, 2011, Lesley Frisbee, 2012, William McBroome, 2013, David Baldosser, 
2014, Diane Sloan, 2015, Chris Jones, 2016, Jennifer Olsen, 2017, Erik Jones, 2018, P. Kyle Stone, 2019 and Drew 
Small, 2020. Blaine was presented with the award at the Jan. 5 meeting of the MCSD Board of Directors. From 
left are Finance Director Colleen Trask; Director Joellen Clark-Peterson; President Dennis Mayo; Employee 
of the Year Blaine; Director John Corbett; MCSD Manager Kaspari; Director Scott Binder; and Director Greg 
Orsini. SUBMITTED PHOTO 
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Start the year off right with 
Eureka Natural Foods. 
Offering you organic 
produce, Non GMO and 
preservative free groceries, 
srass fed meat, organic bulk 
and homemade meals. 


